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: ‘ON THE © 
_ Poffibility and Probability | 


4 CuigEn’s being Born Alive, and Live; e 
inthe latter End ofthe Fifth Solar, orin ~ 
the Beginning of the Sixth Lunar Month, 
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A C HILD’S s being Born Ave and} 
Live, in the latter End of the Fifth} 
Solar,or in the ba of the Sixth 
— Lunar Month, - 


+ Mal. ud. 
‘O avery var Koy yoeire: 


Sam. Bochart. Epif?: ad N. Caitonetunt 


|, | Cum itaque in mulierum partu tam multa prater na-\ 


ture Leges eveniant ; unum quoddam fingulare non debet 
70s morari;incredibileque nobis videri, ex eoguod rara 
extant ejus exemplas 


. Cig. Lib. If. de Divinat. 

| Namut vere loquamur; Superftitio fafa per orbern oppre/~ 
_ fit omnium fere animos, atque ae dete occupavit im~| 
becillitatems. 


| Hamanum eft ae fed Diabolicuim perfeverare in Errore, 
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The Right Honourable 


' My LORD 


ae eet 

m7 A’N being the moft - 
ff Noble Creature of this 
| @@ Sublunary World, and 
3 ES Lord of the Terraque- 
PALE ous Globe, for whofe 
fe the AL MIGHTY has appro- 
ptiated all the other Beings: therein 
-contained ; and thefe being of no Va- ~ 
jue, but in fo far as they are fubfer- - 
ee A 3 vient 
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_ vient to his Suftentation, | and to the - 
. great Ends of his Creation; by necef- | 
fary Confequence the Generation of © 


“Mankind, by which the fame is con- 


tinued from the Beginning to Succel-— 


five Ages, muft be one ofthe greateft 


‘Subjects that can fall under his Con-- 


fideration. - . 


And feeing, in a Tratt of fo many 


- Thoufand Years, many unufual and 
extraordinary Events have happen’d 
about his. Birth relating to the Times, 


Numbers,and Qualities thereof, con- 


cerning ‘which many honeft and good 


People of various Perfuafions are in 
Doubt ; and among the reft fundry 
of the Reverend Clergy ofthis Church 


having taken fome Umbrage at a De- 


claration, lately. given by Phyficians 
and Chyrurgeons to one of their own 


e 


Number, whofe Wife was brought to. 
Bed 


* ae RO te Che ee a 


4 sd OM a es MA 
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¢ cat ies aye 


| if: vii, | 


: “Bed. ia a se Child in the latter - 
end of the Fifth Solar Month; Itake 


this Occafion to dedicate my 


ny 


al ‘houghts, on this Subject ef the Ge- 
-neration of Mankind, to. one of fo 


- great Penetration. 


ee 


And this Effay . being | principal y 


Pdetiza’ d for the Satisfaction of fome © 


—_ 


of the Reverend Clergy,who are of a 


_ different Sentiment from me, [I was 


naturally led to intitle the fame to 


your Lord/bip’s: Protection, who has 


had fo frequently the Honour of Re- 


-prefenting Her Mofi Gracious Majefty 
in their General Affemblies, always 


_ with the Approbation of your Royal 
 Mifirefs, and to the Contentment of 
this National Church. » 


And as your: Lurdjhip did demans) 
ftrate your Integrity and Sufficiency 


> in managing the Royal Concerns, res 


Bahia eo . lating 


< 


| lating to the Ohiichy fal pein Dex ie 
. rity has been no Tels evident to the 
‘Laity in managing thofe Civil Trufts — 
that Soveraignty was pleas’d to repofe 
in you: And in all thofe fundry Sta- 
tions which you have. adorn’d, you | 
have had the Happinefs to acquit 
your felf to the univerfal Applaufe 
of all good Men: whofe Bufinefs was — 
to have neceflary Affairs with you; 
and when your Lord/hip fometimes — 
could not comply with their De- 
mands; you had the Capacity ‘to re- 
 fufe\ them witha better Grace, than 
the moft part of Mankind can ‘beftow: _ 
a Favour. But leaft I fhowd offend — 
your Modefty; I fhall infift no longer. 
upon your Perfonal Merit; ‘but: Teter’ | 
- that to a better Pen, >. 
Being under. ) many Obtigasion® 
to your Lordfip, T find: omy felf « 


bound 


bound i in 1 Duty 1 to feaKe this Babtick 
‘Teftimony of my Gratitude, for the 
‘Favours I have received from your 
‘Hands;and feeing Iam unable tomake , 
a fuitable Return,[ hope your Lor dfhip 
will accept of my Inclinations, till 
‘be inabetter Capacity to demonttrate 
how much Iam at your Devotion. 
And with all Submiffion I beg leave . 
to fub{cribe my felf, 


OM ly LORD, 
Tow Lordpbip’s 
~moft Obliged 
and moft Obedient 
bi Humble Servant, 


-»D. Dickson. 


M. D.C. R.M.E. S, 


5 | Be a iC, 


| Sate 


ed to the World m ‘Print upon 
this Subject, unle[s the Senti- 
~ ments of thofe who were againft 
ir me bad been Severe upon my 
Character and Reputation, which are 
equally dear to me with my Life ; and 
feeing it was fuggefted by fome, that 
thofe who gave thew Declarations of the 
Pofibility and Probability of a Child's 
being Born alive, and lve im the Fifth 


Salar. Month, had neither Reafon nor . 


sag 3 pie | 7° t ; h aS 
goers for their Teftimony relating to 
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Never defened to have appear : 


ib Ey LS ena Oe ll 
Liga 


Mr, Elder and bis Wife, I thought my 


elf obliged, fince no abler Pen would wie 

_dertake the Performance, to Vindicate 
thofe concerned from the Alper fions caft 
upon them; and to foow what may-be [ard 


upon fo abftrufe a Subjed, the Nicety and 
Delicacy of which 1s fuch, bat it cannot 


be treated of eitbout mtermixing the Dif- 


courfe with the Terms of Art. And there ! 


fore the Reader 1s not to expect from me 


a polite Stile, or any thing that may be 
fustable to the Beauty of the Englith — 


Language, of which EF do not ‘at all pro- 


fels my felfa Mafter ; and I think I do 


what 15 mcumbent upon me, if I write fo 
as to be rightly under flood. 


And now having Publifhed my Opinions 


concerning the Generation of Mankind, ae 


humbly Jubmit them to the Cenfure of the 


eer . 


Learned World ; and at the fame time 


f am ready,upon bctier Arguments to pine 


track 


tract any bing I have advanced upon x 
this Head. But for the prefent, I think, I 
‘ablifbe my Principles upon the moh 
ld natural Grounds that the Subject-mat~ 
ter will allow; and if I fball be an In- — 
frument to fir up others of better Abili- 
ties to put this Matter in a clearer Light, 
SL gain all the Ends I defigned, having no 
other View than the Satisfaction and In- 
tereft of Mankind in their greateft Natu 


ral Concerns, 


Lf the neceffar y Avocations of my Em- 


ployment, and thofe which Providence of 
late bas committed to my Share, . bad not 
hindred me, this {mall Lreatife had ap- 
peared to the World in a more polite Drefs 
than now it is. And upon this Accoust I 
expect the CourteousReader ewil] pardon the 
_ Efcapes that may drop from my Pen, pro- 
viding the Subflance of m y Reafonings be 
agreeable to Lruth, which ought to be the 
Brea End of all Human Enquiries 


| 


There 
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There is one Thing more I eatuefily 
— defire of bim, That he may ‘not give bis 
 Bftmate of the Whole froma fingle Pa- 
ragraph ; but, after a fertouw Perufal of 
the Eloy, tovefiecl onthe Merits of the. 
Gane, without Prejudice and Prepoffef= 
NOS so RR a 
Some may pofibly imagine, that I have. 
not ufed that Decency in explaining the 
Phenomena that Naturally occurr’d to 
me on [uch a Subject. But let fuch as make 
| the Objection, try if they can dott in better 
Linen, and I fhall be very well fatisfied : 
For upon that Confideration, I have beenat 
fome Pains, to give you tt in the Drefs in 
which it now appears, “a 
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PpAceE ro. Line6. for, dolore, read, dolor. P.23.L.247 
—and206. for, 2, read,ex. P.25. L.15. for, always, 
& = read, generally, L.21. The Words, I¢infallibly killeth 

| the Mother, do not belong tothe Text, being only a Quo- 

tation from Verduc; and ought, for Diftinction’s Sake, to 
| have been ina different Character. Andthe Author, upon. 
| that Account, thinks himfelf obliged to acquaint the Reader, 

That there are fundry Inftances, recorded by Mr. Bayle at 

Tholoufe, Mr. Dionis at Paris, and fundry others, which de- 

monftrate, ‘That a Child may be contained in the Cavity of 

| the Abdomen, after burfting the Womb or the Fallopian Tubes, 
| for 2 great many* Years, without the Death of the Mother. 

And for Confirmation ofthis, let fuch as have any Doubts 

about the Verity of it, confult Diowis his Differtation upon 

‘Human Generation; and if they -underftand thefe Cafes nar- 

rated by him, a Child’sbeing born alive in the latter End of 

| the Fifth Solar Month, and afterwards tolive, will nct feem 
fo extraordinary. P.30. L.5. in fome Copies, fuerit, for, 

faerat. P.3r. L.1. Eugenius, r. ‘Augenius, P.32. I. 3. 

nixam, r.enixam. P.33. L.16. Mo.tdu Mary, r. Mort de 

Marie. P.35.L. 12. they, 7. thefe. P. 69. L. 31.7. Solon, (1). 

P.76.L.26.r. Methimathnum. P.77.L.5.r. Rubr. 21. L. 32. 

+>. Occultis. P. 82. L. 24. r. aqua iatercute. P.go. L.29. _ 


for, are, fs 1S. Wt Sumdry polaces fOr reolotre’ 
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The Pofibility and Probability of a 
 CHILD's bemg born alive, and live, 
tm the latter End of the Fifib Solar 


AVING given:the right revérend Mr. 
Fohu Stirling the Trouble of a: Letter 
fometime ago, when the venerable 

-Affembly was pleafed totake the Gafe 
Stan of Mr.. Eider and: his: Wife under their 
Confideration, ‘which had, ‘by. another Hand, 2 
Poftfcript thar gave Offence annexed to it, about 
which neither J, nor any of my Brethren:.were in. 
the leaft concerned ; I thought: neverthelefs, 'the — 
Duty, I owe to‘him and all: others who:might © 
juttly have been offended’ on that. Account, was” 
to affert my Innocence in as publick. a{Manner as” 
the Scandal was given ; ae to: vindicate oyeT 
ie kes ; F - 24 " © 


= 


\: 


togive it with Advantage, ae a the Reader 
aph,” forthe | 


* Joomanaging thig Matter} half carefully fhin 

all’ Hypothefes, thefe.gonerally lexifting no where, 

saverinctheMindsof Men; fo thac my Arguments 

being founded only upon the Daza-of Medicine, 

they will’be of more Aurhorivy witli all judicious 

Pertons who underftandsouc Imployment. — * ? 
| Mean 
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_ Andhere, by the by, it may be noticed, that 
_ the Reader, who prefimmes to cenfure ‘my Argus 
- ments on this Head, ought previoufly to under 
fland the nice Anatomy relating to the Organs 
_ of Generation of both Sexes. For the Stru€ture of 
thefe Parts are fuuppofed to be well known, before — 
they can be capable of my Reafonings : And my: 
chief Defign being ro fhow the Reafonablenefs of 
the Eflay in general, 1 was under no Obligation 
to give an Anatomical Account of thems fince — 
the fame may be had from a great many Anato- 
-mifts, who have written Volumes on that Subs 
ject. 108 eas 10 gy) 
_ And to prevent, as much as poffible,Ambiguiry, 
and all Occafions of cavilling, 1 have in this Efs 
fay induftrioufly omitted. a great’ many Helps 
might have had ‘from comparative Anatomiye’ 

_ And now, fince]am to give my Sentiments: 
about a Birth, which was faid,by the Reprefenta< 
tions of Phyficians and Chirurgeons,to be poffible, 
I'defire the Readers. may be pleafed to take the 
following Heads under theit Confideration.: ©. 
Imo. That Children,from the firtt Conception 
intheir Mothers Womb, are alive, and gtadually 
_increafe in Adtivity, till ar length their Motion 
be perceptible by the Mothers 5 which happens 
—ufually in the’ Third or Fourth Month, and in 
fome particular Inftances, much’fooner.: Which 

erception neverthelefs, according’ to the various: 
_ Condition of the Parents, with Relation to their 
Health, peculiar StruCture of the Patts, different 
Degrees of Senfation, See ca of Fluids contaiit= 
e 2 € 


ed in the Cavity of the Urerus, and fandry Dif 

eafes accompanying Women with Child, muftof _ 
Neceffity be various ; even to that degree, that 
fome, of good Senfe and very great Difcretion, — 
have doubted their being with Child, _ until the 
ufual Pains ofa natural Birth have undecetved 
them. And feeing,from what is already premifed, 
it may be eafily concluded, there is a vaft Diver- 
firy as to the Vigour of Conceptions; it needs not 
require our havirig Recourfe to a Miracle, when 
Nature, ating within its own Bounds, fufficiently 
folves the fame. And feeing, that fome Chil- 
dren of Five or Six Months, in {trong Conftitu- 
tionsymay have equal or more Vigour within the 
Uterus of the Mother, than thofe. of Seven or 
Eight Months old, of. a weaker Habit of Body, . 
and thefe latter. ufually living ;. there is nothing 
repugnant ‘to good Senfe and Reafon, to aver, 
That aChild,in the Circumftances now under De- 
bate, may live alfo, efpecially if, after the Birth, 
there be an extraordinary Care taken of the fame. 

So Ethink I have fufficient Ground to advance 
what Ihave writ; as well from Nature as from 
Ancient and Modern Hiftory , of which more in 
the Sequel ofthis Effay. 9 5 9 7. 

And in the mean time, I think my felf obliged _ 
to: acquaint fuch as fhall give themfelves the. 
Trouble of reading this; that what 1 have hirher-: 
ro related,is founded upon a Demonftration, That _ 
Animals cannot be Automatically or Mechani- 
cally made. Which Demonftration 1s owing to 
the Genius of a Great Phyfician in this Coun- 

: | tty 
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try % who, ifhe had been pleafed to undertake 


SS i 


- this Performance, would have done it to far bet- 


ter Purpofe ; and when he fhall think fir to put 
~ Pen to Paper upon this Head, the learned World 


may expect a fatisfactory Account:asto Matters of 


this Nature, which I do nor pretend to. And this 


Argument being a Demonttration of the Exi- 
> ftence of a Deity againft Atheifts, 1 aflure my felf, 


Ss 


the candid Reader will take ir in good Part. | 
® Vid. Arch. Pitcarn. Differt. de Circulatione Sanguinis in 


 Animalibus genitis & non genitis, P. 102, 103, 104- 


~ Unde fequitur cor & corpora medullaria iifdem viribus & 
eodem modo operantibus ad fe mutuo femper referri, & re- 
lata fuiffe eodem modo in prima cordis contractione quo in 
quavis fubfequente referuntur. Quapropter vires cordis 


~ corporifque medullaris fimul funt orte fimulque vigent, ani- 


malque proinde nullum unquam mechanice producitur. Et 


 -exhifce deduco, liquorem.amare deciduum utero ovyoque 
feemineo animal inferre circulatione fanguinis, atque vite 
- munere jam ante potitum. 


ado. Since it’s certain, thatin fome Cafes the 
Ovum Muliebre may be tranfmitted to the Userus 


“Gn its full Perfection, having received all the fi- 


-pifhing Strokes of Nature, exactly qualifying it 


’ 


for the Reception and Nourifhment of the Ani- 
malculum Humanumand in other Cafes the Quam 


— Muliebre may arrive at the Urerus before it has at- 


tained a fiuffcient Maturity, yet fo as to receive 
and weakly tonourith the Antmaleulum Humanum, _ 
rill at length a: living Child be brought into shee: 
‘World, which is very plain from the Doctrine © 


of va} or of~ falfe Conceptions rightly under- 


And feeing there is nothing to impede a vigo- 
tous Animalculum to lodge in the Ovuw Muliebre 
come to perfect Maturity, and a weaker Animal 


'.. eulum to inhabit the Ovum Muliebre, which has. - 


not by far attained to the Perfection of the fore 
mer: Itis evident toa Demonftration, fuch as 
the Obfcurity of the fibje& Matter now under 
Confideration does admit, that, in the Pirft Cafe, 
the Birth muft be very much anticipated ; and in 
the Second, asmuch poftponed,to rhe ufual Time _ 
of Two Hundred and Eighty Days. | . a 
And, fuppofing, on the other Hand, the very ~ 
Reverfe of rhefe Cafes as above narrated, Altera- 
_ tions,in Proportion to the various Times of Birth, 
muft neceffarily enftie: For, from’ the different 
Vigour of the Animalcula in femine humano,and 
the Variety of Perfettion, and Maturity 22 Ovis 
Muliebribus, all the Diverfities of Births, as to ors 
dinary and extraordinary times, are naturally to 
~ to be deduced. fi 
_ So that we may eafily, ftom what is premifed, 
rationally infer the Poflibility and Probability of 
a Child’s being born alive, and live, in the begin- 
ning of the Sixth Lunar Month, or in an Hundred 
and Fifty Days; which, for any thing I know, 
is Mr. Elder's Cafe: And alfo, the Poffibility and 
Probability of Births of Thirteen or Fourteen 
Lunar Months after the Fathers Death; of which 
more in the following Paragraphs; __ ‘ 
3zio. And that there are fometimes Ovz of very 
different Maturities tranfmitted to the Uterus at 
the fame time, is plain from the manifold Ob- . 
Sk fervations 


-fervations of Phyficians, Chirurgeons and Mid- 
wives, about Mothers who have been delivered 
of a living Child and of a Flethy, Mole at once. 
And that the laft doth proceed from an Ovum, 
which hath not arrived to 4 fufficient Perfeion 
and Maturity,! prove from this; That only fuch 
as cobabit with Men have been obferved to have — 
them, Virgins never having any fuch. And if there 
be mi(taken Obfervations of this Kind,with refpect 
to thefe who had the Reputation of retaining their © 
Virginity, Ivery much fufpect their Chaftity. 
But as for the Tumors, which have been obferved 
gn the Cavity of the Userus of real Virgins, and 
have been efteemed Flefhy Moles, they belong 
ro fome or other of ‘thofe Swellings that are con- 
tained ina Cyffe, and are continuous to the Cavi- 
ty of the Matrix, to which the internal Surface 
of the Uterus is fometimes obnoxious, .as well as 
the external Habit of the Body. ' 
to. What I dohere affert about the Animaleulais 
mott plain & evident from microfcopical Obferva- 
- tions(1 uponPerfons both found,8< difeafed,8¢ from. 
the preternatural Conceptions,not only in theOv1- 
duéts (2) of Women, but in their very Ovaria, 
(3), from whence, in natural Conceptions, the 
Female Ova,containing a fuitable Habitation and 
Aliment for the forefaid Animaalcula, are in the 
~ ‘afua! manner,thro’ the Fallopian Tubes, conve ed 
to the Userus, in which they are continued in | 
Life rill a greater Supply of Provifions be derived — 
to them from the maternal Womb for their. fur- 
ther Subfiftence, according to their gradual In- 
. a creafe, 


{ ‘ ‘ 
~ creafe, which Food cannot be communicated to 
them but by the Intervention of a Placenta Uterina, 
the Rudiments whereof, and of the Membranes 
containing the Ferus with its Fluids, are only to _ 
be found 1m the Ovum ir {elf And it’s from the 
want of this Habitation and Aliment contained in 
the Ovis Muliebribus, that in every natural Con- 
ception many Thoufands (1 had almoft faid Mil- 
lions) of the Aytmialcula do inevitaby perifh. 
And from this, with the Numbers ot Ova con- 
veyed to the Urerus by natural Generation, we 
may very rationally account for fingle and the © 
greareft Pluralities of Births at a time. 


(1) Dari.animalcula in femine humano durolix conftat, 
que pro ratione morborum vel fenedtutis In varlis fubjedtis 
varias patiuntur indifpofitiones, cum ea magis vel minus vi- 


vida vel mortua in diverfis conftitutionibus fanis & morbofis 
' reperiuntur, ‘ 


(2) Vid. Riolani Anthropograph. ‘Lib. 2. Cap. 355 
Vid, etiam Graafum de Organis Mulierum Cap. 14. 
_. Vid. etiam Elfhoitzium de Conceptione Tubaria: 

Vid. The Abridgment of the Philofophical TranfaGions 
and Collections, Vol. UI. P. 216. 

Where Do@or Fern, in diffeéting the Body of a Woman Z 
who fuppofed her felfto be Three Months gone with Child, 
found the Womb very {mall, not larger than in Virgins, and 
an hard Subftance in the right Horn, which being opened 
appeared to be the Skeleton of an Infant, with the Navel- 
String fmeared over with a white Matter, not unlike Plafter, 
See alfo the fame Abridgment, P. 211, An Egg found in the 
-Puba Fallopiana, by Dodor Bufere. = ta a5 

See alfo P. 214,and215, ofthe fame Abridgment, The 
Obfervations of Monfleur Savierd and of Door Fern, who 
give an Account of Fatus’s foundin the Cavity of the Abde- 
men, when the Uterus was found and whole, 
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"Vid. Ephemerid. Germanoram decurize prin annum fee 
i Bein duisnie ye We 3 

Where Dionyfizs gives alike tafances beieh thot formes 
mentioned, found in a publick eats 7 


6) Vid. Dan. Clerith & Sacob Wane Bibliothec. Ana 
tomic. P. 623. & 624.. Tom. 1. fecunde editionis. : 


“Verum etfi Domino Mauriceau, vaflallum ara eneten 
fridte concederemus,de ovorum in fcemellarum tefticulis exi- 
ftentia, dubitandum ideo non effet; quamplurima enim alia 
pro geperatione animalium ex ovis argumenta & experimen- 
ta aliunde peti poffunt, ut ex authoribus infra adducendis pa- _ 
tebit.. Foetus autem humanos non in uteri tubis tantum, fed 
in ipfis tefticulis generari & formari interdum poffe, fequens 
hiftoria, é Diario, feu Ephemeribus medicinze Gallicis de- 
‘fumpta, evincet. 

Extradum ex epiftola a Domino de S. Maurice M. D. ad 
Dominum de /aClo/ure apud Petrocorios medicinam facientem. 
2.6. Aprilis 1682. fuper cafu maxime fingulari fcripta. 

Poitid quod modo nobili Matronz de S. Mere accidit, de 
foetus in mulierum tefticulis formatione, ac proinde de ovo- 
rum exiftentia vix quenquam dubitare debere crediderim, vir 
clariflime. Matrona illa, cujus eximias novifti dotes,cum j jam 
octies foeliciffime peperiffet, &aquinque annis gravidanon 
fuiffet, ac ideo ejufmodi periculo defun¢tam fe putaret, in 
illud iterum incidiffe ante tres circiter menfes, exiftimavit ; 
‘quia menttruis, que eam nunquam defecerant, per menfem 
integrum & amplius, etfialias male non haberet, deftituta 
 fuerat : fed cum paulo pott aliquid fanguinis ex utero (per 
duos poftremos vite ejus menfes) jugiter fere, abfque ullo 
tamen incommodo, ftillaret, fe preegnantem non amplius 
credebat. Cum 22. hujus menfis die, poftquam mane fana 
furrexiffet, & per horam preeterpropter {cripfiffet, in deliqui- 


“um, quo pulfus omnino fupprimebatur,° incidit ; _loqueba- 


turtamen & cognofcebat. 

Dominus de S. Mere deliquium illud vapori cuipiam mulie- 
ribus familiari adfcribens, eo non multum commotus eft, 
donec attreétato brachio nullum invenit pulfum. Tum pri- 
vatio illa pallori lethalijunéta eum adeo terrefecit, ut emiffo 
nuncio me feftinanter accerfiverit, Aa 


9 10 a sy 


Ad segram. circa ‘horam: oGavam valerian accefii, eam 
frigidam & fine pulftinveni, facies decolor, fudoreque pin- | 
gui & frigido operta erat, ratione tamen & loquela etiam- 
num libere utebatur. De ‘vehementi dolore colico ab ingui- 
ne dextro ad renes continuato querebatur. Urgebat adeo 
dolore, ut cum partem dolentem tangere voluiflem, ea me, — 
ne feattractarem, pre fyncopes metu, rogaret. . 

Momento poft imminentis partus omnia fenfit predludia; 


-Chirurgum fuum vocat, atque inter ejus brachia, peperiffe 


exclamans, moritur, nullo fanguinis effluvio, aut alio mali 
ipfius ftatus indicio extrinfecus apparente, 

Lethum adeo inopinatum omnes attonitos reddidit,& Do-. 
minum de S. Mere ad cadaveris apertionem, ut ejuscaufa 
retegeretur, petendam impulit. Dominus /2 Che/e Chirur- - 
gus, adid officii me affiftente preeftandum electus eft; Do- 
mini de Montaufon, Vefanz Petrocoriorum Advocatus, de la 
Porte Eques Comitis de Taleran, du Var Pharmacopeus,cum ~ 
duobus famulis teftes fuere. 

Apertis abdominis tegumentis inteftina omnia, parte epi- 
gaftrica, in fanguine fluentia vifa funt, fanguinis illius ultra © 
libras duas cochleari, ne fitus partium mutaretur, extrahi cu- 
ravi; itatum prodigiofam ejufdem coagulati quantitatem in 
dextro latere reftitantem advertens, eum manu auferre ipfe 
tentavi. Quali vero ftupore perculfus fuerim,cum inter prio- _ 
res grumos, fostum pollicem craffitie sequantem, ac tertia 
parte breviorem, diftinéte formatum, in quo fexus mafcu- 
linus facile agnofcebatur, at nudum & fine integumentis, 
inveni, judicet vir clariffimus. Foetum hunc quadrz impo- 
fitum omnibus adftantibus oftendi, atque locum unde exive- 
rat reperiendi avidus, vicinas partes diligentiffime examina- 
vi. Duobus digitis ab co loco diftare cornuuteri dextrum — 
vidi. At auctus eft ftupor, ubitefticulum fecundum longitu- | 
dinem per medium dilaceratum, qua parte tubam non at- 
tingit, advergi; ejufque capacitatem fanguinis grumis op- 
pletam notavi. Ibi infantem formatum fuiffe nullus dubita- 
vi, fimulque.eum, nimium in eolocoincrementum adep- | 
tum, opportuno tempore delabi non potuifle ac tandem car-_ 
cere effiacto erupiffe, cognovi. 

In mea fententia confirmatus fui, oa tefticulum hunc 


cum finiftto Comparans, cum quadruplo craffiorem inyeni ; 
Ovum 


ovum enim gallinaceum craffitie equabat, finifter vero mi« 
norem caftaneam vix referebat. Ille foris & intus totus ru5 - 
‘bebat, preeter fanguinis grumos.quos continebat ;~ at finifter 
pallidus, & granulis febo luteo fimilibus plenus erat. 
-. Tubam dextram examinavi, nec foetum eam unquam 
fubiiffe notare potui, quin ea finiftre omnino fimiliserat. . 
- Uterum tandem accuratiffime luftravi, Is nullatenusla- 
ceratus, & in flatu mere naturali mihi vifus eft. Notavi 
tantum. eum craffiorem & molliorem quam in feminis non 
pregnantibus invenirifolet, fuiffe, Talis omnino erat qua- 
lis. ab Harveo primo gtaviditatis menfe, defcribitur. Specil- 
Jum per vaginam in capacitatem introdyci, _ uterumque dit 
findi curayi, ne vel minimum conceptionis indicium ani-~ 
madverti. Membrane interioris vafa fanguine plena & ve- 
luti varicofa mihi equidem apparuerunt, atque hinc dubio 
procul parvusille de quolocututsfum, fluxus procedebat. 
_, Quanquam mortis hujus Matrone caufam aliorfum inqui- 
fitum ire neceffe non effet, czteras tamen tum abdominis, 
tum thoracispartés confiderare voluimus, eafque optime & 
naturaliter conftitutas reperimus. SEP a 
. Quid efupradiétis concludi poffit, te jam judicare fino, 
cum nemo, te melius, vir clariff. confequentias ex hoc 
_ phznomino neceflario fequentes deducere valeat. 
De quibufdam feetibus tum in tubis, tum in infimi ventris 
capacitate repertis, integro utero, integrifque tubis manen- 
tibus, verba faciunt autores, Atneminem hactenus concep- 
tionem in tefticulis, aut ovario fieri demonftrare potuiffe 
puto, unde ovorum exiftentiam ulterioribus probationibus 
indigere multi huc ufque crediderunt.’ Verum ex hiftoria 
fupra allata id manifefte probare mihi videor. 


J 1 


5zo. And that there could be no Conception of 
Animals without the Ova of the Females, . the 
Anatomical Experiments of Ruyfehius & Nuckius, 
do evidently. demonftrate ; and feeing .thefe are 
“more adapted to the Laz than to the vulgar 

Language, I fhall give them in Bergerus his own: 
. | Words, 


Words, who has compendized their Sentiments 
Mpon.that‘Heade os) 0 meee 
“ Sed primus & clare Ruy/chins 


a * 


: i inmulicre, brevi abim-. 
“* pregnatione interempta, ovi nuper exclufi in tefticulo fe- 
«« dem, partemque tube probofcidis inftar, ad ovarium tor- 
** tam ut maturum exciperet ovulum, vidit & demonftravit 
“* in Ob/. de Ovo in Utero Hum. reperto. Quo pertinet elegans 
“< Nuckii experimentum, quoille in cane foemina tertio poft 
<< congreffum die, extraxit per vulnus, abdomini infliGum,. 
* finiftri lateris cornu, cujus ovarium jam duobus ovulis 
** majufculis notabiliter confpicuum vidit ; ‘1demque deinde 
<* inter ovarium & vaginam, medio loco, ligatura ar@iore 
“* conftri¢tum, repofuit,ac vulnus obligatum intra o¢tiduum 
“ad cieatricem perduxit. Vigefimo primo ab injeta liga- 


“*-tura die canem fecuit, & cornu finiftri partem, ligaturam 
“* inter & ovarium, duplici obfeffam fcetu, alteram vero. 
** partem, ligaturam inter & vaginam, vyacuam & inanem_ 


“ deprehendit, eoque experimento magnam’ generationi 
“* animalis ex ovo lucem attulit, adeo ut vix cuidam locus 


** de eadem amplius dubitandi fitreli@us. Vid. Berger.de_ 


Natur. Humana. P, 457. 


- 6t0. Seeing 1 am upon this Subjeé, I cannot 


‘ ‘ ie 


forbear to take notice of “the admirable Contri- 


vance of Nature, in the Formation of the Ouz ; 


there being in the Ovary a glandular Subftance, 
called, by Anatomilts *, » Corpus Lutenm, which — 
has a Cavity wherein the Ovum is formed, arid 
gradually nourifhed by a Sralk or Peduncle, | 


through which the Juices are communicated from . 


the one to the other, till the Ovmm arrive to Ma- 
turity. And then being incapable of receiving any — 
_ more Fluids (which are of thar Nature as to con-— 
crefce or harden, like the White of an Egg by the © 
Heat of the Fire) the Stalk, as thofe of ce | 
eh when - 


——_> 


when they ate ripened, begins to fhrink : And fe. 


its Separation, from the Corpus Luteum, by too 


great Maturity 5 or in Copulation, by vertuc of 
the Contraction of its external mufcular Coats 
and the mufcular Extremities of the Oviduéts, 1s. 
prefied to the Papilla of the fame, and from thence, 
thro? the outward Membrane of the Ovary, into 
the Fallopian Tubes, by the progreflive Motion, 
of thefe to be conveyed to the Uzerus. Andas by 
its Separation from ‘the Peduncle it leaves a Pore, 
for the Admiffion of the Animalculum Humanum 5 
fo it likewife caries along with it the Rudi- 
ments of a Placenta. Uterina ; leaving afterwards 
9 Scar in the outward Membrane of the Ovaty, — 
which the Papilla of the Corpus Luzeum, before had 
very much atrenuated. 3 a 
«And as the Ovum, while in the Corpus Luteum, 
‘was fupplied with tranfparene and pellucid iLi- 
quors, tranfmitted to it from cotrefponding Vel- 
fels ; fo when it attives in the Uterus, ina fhort: 
time thereafter, it derives a fuitable Aliment from: 
the Mother, fot the Nouitifhment and Augmen-— 
tation of the Fetus, and the Increafe of 1tsiown: 
Bulk, And feeing the learned Dottor Pitcairn, in 
the Differtation formerly cited, has fufficiently 
demonftrated, Thar Animals cannot be Automati- 
cally or Mechanically made ; and that the Ovum 
appears manifeltly to be produced by Way of Ve 
geration: It feems very reafonable to infer from 
the Premifes, that as we have the Aximal Life - 
_ from the Male; fo we derive the Vegetative from 
- the Female, NESS go Aa en 

| And 


? / 


- And this appears to be a tational Conféquence: 
from this Confideration, That the Animalcule in’ 
their ufual Recepracles, {tif retain their natural 
Wagnitude, tho’ with fome Diverfiry, if we 
compare one Man with another; but thar is 

_ fmall as not to be difcerned by Mictrofcopical Ob- 
fervations: For if they were capable of any re- 
markable Increafe, in the Abftinence from Venery 
they might be fo enlarged, as to make chafte 
People,of all others, the moft mifetable 3 “procu- 

_ wing to them, by their vigorous Motions, conftant 
Faclinations, without a Poffibiliry of Procteation ; 
the Animalcula being, by theit Bignefs, rendred 
altogether incapable to pafs' thro”: their» proper. 
Conduits. But feeing that never ‘happens in a na 
tural State, they, from their: Muleitudes, may be 
fo increafed, as° to occafion innocently no&arnal - 
Pollutions in men» And from this-we may eafily 
conclude, thar the Number and Maturity of the 
Ovz, in the fair Sex, ‘may influence therm in the: 
fame manner. 5 ao. ¥ Bh! : 
~ But fince the 'Goodnefs of GOD: to Mankind 
18 fueh,that Virtue has been generally encourag’d ; 
we have-all the Reafon in the World to think, 
that’ the Author of Nature has fo framed our’ 
Conftitutions, that fuch,as are’ willing to ohferve.- 
~ Biis' Precepts; fhould’be ina better Condition than 
thofe who tranferefs them’; tho’ in fome {pecial 
Cafes, ‘for Reafons only known to. the Almighry; 
it may be otherwife. har ae a! § 
“Now ifthe: Animaleulz ‘thould incresfe: 
in Bulk, in chafte People, during their Ab(ti- _ 
el’ | nence 


nence from Venery; they would not only obs, 
ftrué their owt: Canals, but occafion naturally’ 
various Difeafes, inthe refpective Parts, in pror 
portion to their Abftinence and feeing that does 
not fall our, they being always capable, ina 
ba of Health, to pafs that Way : Neverthelefs 
he -Animalcula may be fo enlarged, as to be dif= 
proportioned. to the Pore of, rhe Ovum, andiin 
that Cafe BarrennefS muft inevitably enfue. And 
from: this we have; a clear Reafon, why one Man 
may procreate. with one Woman and not, with 
another, the Animalcula being enlarged: ia the 
ones and the Pore of the Ovwr diminifhed in the 
other: And if the Pore’of the Ovum fhould be too 
mich: enlarged, : Sterility is, likewife occafioned, 
it not being fit.to retain the Animalculim after. its 
Admiffion: Andsfrom what is premifed, we-may 
alfo . reafonably» inter, thats martied. | Mem; and 
Women, performing. all the; Duties of :due Bene- 
yolence, may haveno Procreation, tho’ none; of 
‘thé: Parties: cambe faid'to be abfolutely,, but only, 
pefpectively, battens jootieriv:kto gougoCh Redeid 
OM Vid, Marcell _Mabighit Differt. Epift: Vari Arguinentt 
de Utero, Viviparofumovis, &c/ad clarifl, facob. Sponjiutiag 
Medicum LugdunenferminGalli.) 5 rch seg. atshion 


oqmo.-And now that 4 am,writing about, the 


Ova} 1 think it-will nor. be improper to. explain 
Two Phanomina;that are. very; different.;,.about, 
-one‘of which Mankind | fmtertain various and uns, 
charitable Sentiments, tho’ not as to the others 
And the firft is from a Luxuriancy of Liquors f 

rd ’ the 


i] 


— theone'Cafe, anda Penury inthe other? The 
Diteafes of thefe pertaining to the Sex of riper . 
Years; and thofe, when they are in the Prime of 
I fhall begin. with the laft,. where there isa 
_ Redundancy of Liquors, fupplied to the Ovaria,. 
and confequently to the Ova contained -in them. 
‘Afchat Liquor be mild it raifeth only a ratio=; 
nal Defire of Cohabitation, fubje& to the fuperior: - 
Power of Reafon and Religion ; but if the fame 
be irritating according to the refpective Degrees 
of Stimulation, it hath various Effeéts, but’ {till 
fubjeé&t. to the Laws of Modefty, ‘a natural Com- 
panion of the fair Sex. But 1f the Impreffions it 
makes upon the. Nerves continuous with them, be: 
ftill:increafing, it is no Wonder that the Animal 
Spirits make fuitable Reprefentations or.Senfations 
to the Soul, which again, by. its. Thoughts, res 
atts upon the Body; corrohorating the Defires . 
of the fame, until’ by the mutual Viciffirude of 
thefe Operations; and the Liquor contracting the 
higheft Degree of Irritation, the Patient is faid to: — 
Jabour.of a Furor Uterinus : Tho’ fhe is no more . 
culpable in this,than when raving ina Fever.,and 
the laft not being a Crime, neither is the other, 
the Caufes of none of them being in her Power. 
So ‘that fhe deferves in both Cafes equally dur 
Care and Compaffion. And the one upon the Mat- 
ter-is no more a RefleCtion, than‘ the other ; the . 
_ Difference being only with Relation to the Parts 
CONE MEM, 6 1 SURF ee Ok: 


f° 


And 
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own Words. mh he eae ie oe wert 
~ * Vid. Biblioth. Anatom. Tom. 1. fecunde editionis Pp. 


Ye Me se “. 
_ And. what 1 have advanced tpon: this Head 


feems naturally enough ‘to be confirmed from a 
Story related by de Graaf *, which, for Decen- 


cy’s Sake, ‘I hall’ give the Reader the fame.in his 


/ 


’ 
+ 
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Me 


613. Colum.1. is ee i RRR Bas iN 
- ** Caftrata animalia, foeminas putamus, nonfolum foe< 
** cunditate deftituuntur, fed venerez voluptatis omnem 
** deponunt appetitum: quod in fuibus foeminis palam in~ 
** notefcere; a Galeno & aliis comprobatur. Cujus rei bene 


 confcius rufticus ille fuit, qui, Wiero tefte, cum filiam 


** fuam amafio; clam indulgere animadvertiffet, ipfam con- 


-“ grue vinculis obligatam caftravit, ut erat forte {ues foemi+ 


“ nas caftrandi peritus; unde nataamoris & libidinis oblita; 
ce ‘ 44 & 


* rei tantum domefticz fedula deinceps operam nayavit, 


As the Fair Sex increafe in Years, the Fluids 


which: nourith the Ovaria, and by the Interven- 
tion of thefe the Ouz, gradually decreafe}) till at 


length, for want of a convenient Liquor, they - 


begin tofhrink’; and after that, if 1 be:not-much 


muftaken, altogether to difappear 5 and fo the 
Sex becomes incapable of Propagation. ' For if 


the Ovariaz and ‘Oviduds in old Hens are obfer= 


ved to be wanting, we may rationally infer, that 
the Ova in old Women are deficient.’ And this 
generally falling our fooneramong{t Women,than 


the Animalcula ceafe to exift in Men, “we have 
the true Reafon, why the Females’ fail fooncr in — 


the Matter of Generation, than the Males. » 
“And that. the Ove are either deficient, or a 
fiitable Fluid wanting: in the Mafs of Blood, or 


that the Organs of Secretion aréxrendered-incapas 


ble 


ear 


ple for ftich a Separation ; is manifeft from the — 
common Experience we have about Affairs of this 
Nature. Tho’ it muft be acknowledged there is — 
a vattDifference betwixt Perfons in Matters of this’ 
Kind ; fome being for a good Number of Years 
olifick. more than others, yea after the ufial ~ 
ate: And then fuppofing the Exiftence of the 
Ova, it is reafonable to conclude,that a conveinient — 
Fluid not being furnifhed, is the principal and 
moft frequent Caufe of their Sterility; fince all. 
the other Secretions in a State of Health proceed: 
with them after the ufual Manner, this only ex- 
ecpted. All which is very much confirmed, from. 
the Increafe of their Bulk and Corpulency, after. 
they have left off bearing ; which may very of- 
ten be obferved.. el as § i. 
And, by the By, 1 fhall only notice, that the - 
Menftrual Evacuation is not properly by Secretion, 
that being generally performed by the Mediation 
of a Glandular Subftance, which Anatomifts have 
not as yet difcovered in the Urerus relating to that. 
Evacuation: But if by Secretion they underftand 
a Fluid, fecerned thro’ lateral Pores near to the © 
Extremities of Arteries, before their Termination 
in beginning Veins, which ufually tranfmit into 
the Cavity of the Uzerus a ferous Liquor, until by 
the Increafe of the circulating Blood, their Dia 
meters are fo inlarged as to admit not only the 
ferous,but likewife rhe globular Parts of the fame 5 
which, by the fubfequent Preffure, are obliged to 
follow the like Direétion, till, by the Evacuation, 
the Quantity of the Fluids gradually the wi 
es the 


f 


the Blood Veffels in Proportion are contracted,till — 
at length the red Parts ot the circulating Fluids bes 
ing excluded : from paffing thac Way, the Men- © 
~ ftrual Flux is faid to ceafe. And in this Senfe, I 
‘fhall not difpute the Acceptation of the Word. — 
_ Now the Blood Monthly recruiting, in Wo- 
- men come to Maturity, and arifing to the fame 
Plenitude, or nigh unto it; we have the true 
~ Reafon of their Monthly Evacuation. But whe-. 
ther the Quantity of that proceeds from the Dia= 
meter of the Aorta being more inlarged in Wo- 
- men, than in Men, in Proportion to their Bulk ; 
or from other Caufes, 1} fhall not take upon me 
atthis time to determine, that being foreign ro 
_ the Defign of the prefent Eflay. | eo 
Sve. And that there fhould be fo many Thous . 
fand Animalcula to one Ovum, appears .to me to 
~ be very agreeable to the Divine Wifdom and 
Providence in the Propagation of Mankind ; the 
- Orifice, by which they can enter that, being ma- 
ny Millions lefs than the Ovum, to which the 
Animalculum in a natural Generation is admitted. 
And if Two, or more of thefe Animalcula thall 
enter a fingle Ovum, we may with fome Proba- 
bility account, from the various Coalition. of 
their Parts, together with the Unnatural Confu- 
fion of Seeds, for the Preternarural and Monftrous 
Births, that for the moft Part hitherto have hap- 
pened in Nature: Efpecially if we fhall add to 
thefe, the various external Accidents, that may 
happen to the Mother and the Child, ot Chil- 
‘dren, and other Conceptions when in the Womb. 
t 


7 


And that. without having any Recourfe to Ima-— 
gination, which only makes an Impreffion on the. - 
external Habit. of the Feeus, without the leaft Al- 
‘teration of the natural .Struéture of the internal — 
Parts’; as is evident from the various Signatures — 
ftamped upon thepliable Surfaces of the Infants, 
bythe Force of the Imagnation of the Mothers 5 
where tho’ the external Parts be difcoloured, the 
internal retain their Soundnefs, and. Integrity, 
being fubfervient to all the Ends of the Auimal 
CEconomie. 6 ECR 
-: And tho’ the Imagination of the Mothers:be. - 
Able to‘alter the Colours of the Fetus, as is. plain 
fromthe Policy of Facob with Laban +) in Rela- 
tion.to their Flocks;yet it is in Nature impoffible, 
that it fhould have Power to change the Kind:or 
Species of Animals, which in Monftrous Births, 
of ‘Neceffity mult. be -fuppofed, if thar be the 
Cafe; But thae ivis‘infufficient to produce fuch 
Effects, appears plainly by this, Thatnone of us— 
by Imagination, ‘can fo much as make one Hair 
white ‘or’ black * in our own Perfons. “And tho’ 
there be Inftances of the fudden: Alterations of the 
Colours‘of the Hair, occafionedvas 1s generally be- 
lieved from the Paflions of the Mind, when 'ex- 
traordinarily exalted,’ as in the Cafe‘ofa violent 
Fright’and Fear ; thefe vaftly differing fromi Ima- 
ginatiott, are nothing to the Purpofe in Hand. 
1 Vid. Gene/. C. 30. V.37- tothe End. Fa bay 
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gna, And thatthe Numbers of the Animalcule — 


fhould bear a fuirable Proportion to. the Bulk of © 
the Ovum with Relation to its Orifice is plain 
from this Confideration; That ifa few were only 
tranfmitted from the,Maleto the Female, it 
would be many Thoufands to one, if any of them 
fhould reach the Orifice of the Ovum, that being 
in Proportion to its Bulk, .as many Millions to” 
“one. » So that they might, in all Probability, 
' wander on; the Surface. of the Ovmm, rill. they 
perifhed for want of Food ; which, Fate they 
would more frequently undergo, if it, was not. for 
- the Providence of Nature, .that conyeys alongtt 
with them a fuitable ,Aliment,. not..only from 
the Tefticles-of the Male, bur alfo from. the Ve- 
| ficula Seminales, the Proftata, the Coupertan Glands, 
and thofe of the Urethra 1t felf, tofuftain them 
~ at firft in the Uzerus rill the Arrival ofthe Ovwm . 
PATEROr 99030; og ites, (ee aay wee aa 
-> And that the efculaSeminales furnith a Liquor 
fit ro dilure.the Semen, tranfmitted,to them from 
the Tefes'; and to nourifh the Avnimalcula, dur 
ting their Refidence there, . efpecially .1n a long 
-Abftinence-from Venery ; appears to be moft a- 
- greeable to Obfervations of ‘Sterilities, that have 
“enfued upon. their being cut, -or dilacerate in Liz 
Meotomsies 2 Pins bude; pisla-os. ,aahh ” 
«And tho’ neither the Seminal. Veficlesy.nor:the . 
- Proftata:-produce. Liquors. that ,are'.of their own 
Nature prolifick s yer. without: the-Fluids..they 
~ afford there could, be no; Procreation.’ ; For. upon 
the Corrofion of the Profates,in the Lues Venerca, 
> C3 : Bars. 


U >. 


-Barrennefs: infallibly fucceeds; the Balfamick 
Nourifhment which they naturally produce, for . 
‘the Suftentation of the Animalcula, in that Cafe 
beirie deficienrs Se og Ms i ok 
tomo. And all thistContrivance of infinite Wit 
~ dom,about the Procreation of Mankind, feemsto 
meto be calculated,for the effectual accomplifhing — 
theBenediéion beftewed by the Almighty on our — 
firft Parents, at their Creation : That from them 
the fame Bleffing of increafing, and’ multiplying, 
might be derived, and continued, to all fucceeding 
Genetations.. From which it is evident, that as 
we derive our Natures from them, fo our Origi-. _ 
nal ‘Tranfgreffion proceeds from the fame Foun- _ 
tain; the whole Race of Mankind having been — 
a@ually, or in Miniarure, in ddam’s Loins at the © 
time of his Fall, | a ae 
‘yy. From the Principles 1 have already laid, 
one may, very eafily account for fome ofthe — 
Caufes of Sterility in both Sexes ; and many o- 
ther Difeafes'relating to Generation :. But to be 
particular as to them, would exceed the Bounds 
ofa fhorte Eflay. And tho’ I have no Defign to 
inlarge' abot the Caufes of Barrennefs; never- 
thelefs fome €xtraordinary Cafes coming to my 
Remembrarice, I fhall imbrace the prefent Occa- 
fion, to relate them. And the firft is an Inftance 


of it front’ the total, Obftru&ion of the Fallopian 
Tubes? which } obfervediin the Evifceration of a 
‘Lady, who had been’ married to fundry Husbands, 
always’ without Iffue'; and fometimes they have _ 
- been obferved tobe altogether wanting. or : 


\ 


‘eee 


_ And this Coalition or Continuity of the Ovz- _ 


_ duds, puts me in Mind of fundry others that are 


{till more remarkable; which were thefe of the ; 
Vagina, there being a Continuity of ic from the 


upper Part of the Urethra, to the internal Orifice 5 


“4n feveral Women come to Maturity. But as — 


thefe were happily remedied, by a young Gentle- 
man Chirurgeon-Apothecary in this Place ; thofe 


of the Fallopian Tubes are invincible. 


Lame. once defigned to have inftituted aCom- 
papion, betwixt one-Miraculous, and all other 
Natural Conceptions of Human Race ; and after 


afew Confiderations upon fo great a Subject, to 
have drawn a Confequence or “Two iubfervient to 


the Purpofe in Hand. But upon fecond Thoughts, 


I judged ic much more eligible, to leave fo fu- 


_blimea Theme, to thofe whofe Profeffion, and 
“Abilities, intirle them to maaage a Matter of 
that Importance, with that Decency, Dignity, 


and Majefty, the fame requires being ienfible, 
of my own Weaknefs, for fuch a Province. 
However | fhall only take Notice, That as’ our 
Saviour coming by extraordinary Generation, is 


_ of the Seed of the Woman, éx catpucllos yuresnde ees 
So all the reft of mere Mankind, are of the Seed 
of aMan, tx oaépucdfos dvd pte t. From whichfindry 


| 68H avn pssdy F yuvdinas, 1 dvd ust Te FDEP LTO OS 
=) = , “> 5 3 ar, ¥} Xe ve RS 
avd uscoy TS camepudlos dv ]ns. Avlos os THPHSEs KEDAANP, 2% 


= 


go THpnsess aw] s a] epvere 


Corollaries might be drawn ; but | leave them to 
Others of greater Sufficiency. ovis, seats 


2 


| # Vid. TE'NES. Keo. 7/3 1%. Kal lo bpar Suse deel westy 


? 


fp Vid. £0. SAAOMON. Keo. €. Be E’yauguy capt tx 
ach desihtioane foe Aaa oa 
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_ 13z#0. And that my Reafonings on this Sub- 
—je&, are jult, and confonant to Narure, the 
‘moft Unnatural Sins of Mankind, in their fevetal | 
Generations, do furnifh me various Arguments 
to prove what laffert. But for the Sake of the © 
-prefent Age, and of our Pofterity, 1 forbear 
blotting Paper with fuch Abomiunarions, And 
upon the fame Confideration, lt omit to fpeak of 
fundry Things relating tothe Ova in the Fair Sex. 
Neverthelefs on this Occafion I think fit to re-_ 
mark, That as by their Maturity they fometimes. 
fallinto the Cavity of the Abdomen , fo by la- 
{civious ‘Tirillation into the Uzerus it felf: In both — 
which Cafes they occafion various Difeafes ; and 
are in both rendered abfolutely uifit for Impreg- 
nation. For as in Oviparous Animals, the Egg, 
‘not impregnated by the Male, is incapable by In- 
cubation, or any other Art, to produce its Kind ; 
even tho’ the Male fhould ufe all Endeavours .to - 
fecundate it, after the fame is onge laid by the Fe- 
male: So inViviparous Animals froma Parity 
of Reafon, the Ovum once feparated from the O- 
varinm, without Copulation .with the Male, is” 
afterwards. incapable of Impregnation. It: being | 
after the Separation only an extraneous Body 7 
without’ Life, having no Communication with — 
the\Fountains: from whence that is maintained, 
But'in natural Conceptions, Life is again reftored 
into ieby its new Inbabitant, when the fame ar- 
ot bs tives 


y 


tives at stieudiAd, 5 cs sect: more fally : 
‘maintained, by conflant Supplies derived from 


theMother to it sand from thence, to the young | | | 


Gueft contained therein. | So ‘that in our very. 
‘Conceptions, we have a natural: Emblem, of ont 
‘Death, ‘Grave, and Refurrection.. And as for 
athe’ Fietns’s that have been found in the Cavity: of 
the Abdomen, (the Uterus being found ) thefe pro- 
ceeding only from the Ova, that have been im- 
ptegnared in- the” Fallopian Tubes, andthe 
Ovaria , they gradually increafing till the con- 
raining Parts, being wable'to bear a further Dis 
latation, are ‘dilacerated 5° fo thar of Necefh ity 
the Emsbrios contained in thefe Places muft fall in 
among the Inteftines , which is always. accom- 
‘Panied with the Death of the Mother. 


Vid. John Bapti Verduc, M.D. his Treatife of the Pat 
of a Human Body, ec. Cyr, 


Tf the Egg by any Occafion happens to. hop i in 
the Tube, and is there nourifhed till the third or 
fourth Month, it infallibly killeth the Mother, 
whenever it gets loofe, becaufe this cannot +hap- 
pen, without:the Lofs of much Blood. The Wo- 
man,who died 1669, Fanuary the fifth; was.a 
fair Inftance-of this Kind ; fhe had been troubled 
with terrible: Convulfions for. three Days toge- 
ther, and then fhe died, being Four Months gorie 
: with Child. They t thea fhewed to feveral Perfons 
the Fetus, which was ia, the right Tube of ate 
: Matrix, which it had tore. | 
vid. Joutmal. des Scavans, 1669. ae 
yer. Be cre Die ae oe 


Ato. And from what I have hitherto advanced, 
‘it may be rationally interred, Thar all natural 
~ and ufual Impregnations, are at firft in the Ova 
after their Separation from the Ovaries, when in 
the ordinary Manner they arrive at the Uterus ; 
the Conceptions in the Ovaries, as alfo in the 
Fallopian Tubes being preternatural. — And, bythe 
By, I fhall briefly notice, That as1 have from 
thefe monftrous Sins, together with the preceeding 
Theorie, eftablifhed my Arguments as to the 
Manner of Generation: So 1 have Jikewife 
effectually confiited a grear many fpecious but 
falfe Hypothefes, with which Mankind, for many 
Centuries, has been abufed ; and in particular, 
that celebated One of the Aura feminalis, €5c. 
And, I think, the beft Ufe thar can be made of 
thofe Prodigies of Nature ;, next’ to. the Abhor-. 
rence of them is the Confirmation of natural 
Truths. e By ere 
15to. | know, the Generality of Divines, 
Lawyers, and Phyficians, have hitherto been,both 
in Opinion and Praétice, in Oppofition to what — 
Jam endeavouring to maintain. But all ofthem, 
who have written on this Subject; in former Ages, - 
being ignorant of the Principles upon which | 
found my Reafonings; (the Difcoveries of Na-— 
ture not being then fufficient, to ler them in to 
the Knowledge of Generation) — it is no Wopder, 
thar they went with the Multitude, in the Way 
of their Arguings. - And if any Perfon has pub- 
lithed any thing on this Head, ‘to the contrary, 
~ after fuch Difcoveries of Nature: haye been ace 
BH) 0% mere whicl 


which rendred me capable to account for it 5 that 3 
may. proceed from their not duly pondering them: 


Or, ‘tho’ Nature was in fome Degree unvail’dto — 


others, it was hidto them ;_ thefe Difcoveries 
never having come to their Hands: Or, from 
therlnfifiiciency of the Author for fuch an Under- 
taking. So that their Reafonings, are not fo 
‘much as to be put in the Ballance, with thefe ia 
have here produced. From whence 1 conclude, | 
If 1 can give invincible Documents of the Exi- 
ftence of Birthsjfome Months before, and fundry 
Months-after the ufual Time; I eftablith the pre- 
ceeding Theory to. Demontftration. | 
“And for that End, I fhall begin with Inftances. - 
‘of fuch’ Births,» as: have been poftponed ro the 
Natural ; and afterwards proceed to thefe that 
have anticipated the fame : And the Authorities 
1 adduce, {hall be equa) to the like given in any 
human Hiftory. » Asha 
~ 16t0. But before 1 lead my Witnelles, 1 fo- 
Jemnly, in the Prefence of Almighty, GO D, do 
proteft, That 1 have no Defigns in che leaft of 
cloaking or encouraging of Vice, or doing any 
thing that may tend to the Difcousagement.. of 
Virtue, Therefore 1 defire it maj be noticed, 
thar.the Cafes 1 am bringing for the Proat of the 
forefaid Purpofes, arefingular, and extraordinary 
Steps of Nature, more or lef, as they’ differ from 
the natural Time,» of which generally the Births 
have more, or lefs'a Signature,as they are remote, 
or near to Nine Months ; of which I fhall write. 
more fully, when I come to apply what 1S 8 
tf — mitec 


: fnifed to Me! Elders Gate hk now being Pi os 
_-videntially called, to the Vindication sof thofe 
who gave ‘Declarations i in bis Behalf, 1 think iny 
felf, confidering: my Station, | privileged to pror 


ns mulgate natural ‘Truths; ascwell as Divines are 


requited: in theirs to explain the Revelations of 
Ana tho” may iT heights} on es Subjee, be 
vattly different, from thofe of the Generality of 
Mankind; it is not reafonable from thence to con- 
elude, that my Sentiments'aresfalfe: Asis mani- 
feft from the old Opinion, «of the Impoffibility 
of Anripodes:s"of whofe Exiftence,: we have now 
a Demonttration ‘beyond !all Gontradi@ion., - 
“44m. Thus havitig’ laid! a’ Foundation in!Na- 
ture; I fhall now endeavour; Hiftorically toil 
luftrate, what’ Ihave hitherro:advanced-: And-in 
doing ‘this, 1 fhall follow.:the:Order: propofed ; 
and begin with Births that have .been poltpencd, 
to’ the ufual Timevalready mentioried. i: 
“It is beyond Controverfy, > with thot: a Se 
have read ‘Ancient, and: Modera Hiftories) efpe- 
cially, with’relation to Medicinal’ Affairs 5) that 
maty Children have convinued longer in the Mo- 
ther’s Wonib, ‘tor feverab Montlis, » than .the:‘u- 
jual ‘Time. | Yea tome Ladies;:in our own Coun- 
try, ‘of the firlt @ Quality, : ‘have been» with Child 
for feveral’ Years > But thefe:Children having -ne- 
ver’ been’ born ‘Ctheir) ‘Mothers Bellies proving 
_ their Graves’) it’s:fiero-leave them in Oblivion.; 
and'proceed tO" ” Fuchs, ‘as  beive gee ht es 


alive, ate | : | 


+ ) A eS 
Eo) be 
ee 


» And I fhall begin with (2) Solomon, who fpeake 
ing of himfelf,*in’his Apocryphal Book of Wif- 
dom, declares, Hie was fafhioned to be Flefh, in 
his Mothet’s ’ ,4n the Time of Ten Months. 


Worl 
| @) Vid. S08, SAAQMON, Kea. 0. B77 


Kab ev kotdia unrZess eyrvony cape Sexaunvialy ypovw, 
eF : i Bees. re | t 


moyels ev eluars ex anepidlos ard\pds nd ovis vrre cuverbe- 
ens. Exvet. Teft. Grec. juxta exemplar Vatican, Rome 
edit. By a +4. er aS ” ; yi : igs Fi * iy ; id | " 

Et in utero matris figuratus fum caro tempore decem ~ 
menfium, coagulatus fum fanguine, ex femine viri idque 


per voluptatem conjundéam fomno, . 


| 16t0 And to the Authority of Solomon, for 
the Naruralityvand: Legitimacy‘ef Births of full — 
‘en Months, I fhall add the Teftimonies of .(b) 
Eippocrate, (c) Arifotle, (ad) the Decempiri..at 
Rome, who belicved:Bitths atwany: Time of Fen 
Months' to: be Natural, with whom (¢) Vitgilius, 
(f) Ovidius, (¢) Terentius, (bh) Menander, (i ) Cas 
céliuss Ch) Plintus.the Elder, (1) Plantus, (nt) da» 
lus Gellius, (n').and. the Univerfahi ry of Lawyers, 
and'other Authors; wpon this Sibjeét, do coitfenr. 
(6b) Vid. Hippocratem MIEPI TPOOHS. bes TEAClOT NT. Te 

ad perfectionem trecenti. ». f “4 rod otis 

) (6) Vid. Arifior, Lib. 7. Hiftor. Animal. Cap, 4. : 
‘AySpamew de ToaAdol. “ove Tay Cdav. Kal yep éxaunva, % 
akTaUNVe Hy, evvecunve yivortat, 4 Dexdunva Td TAGSOV 
ties St emtanuBartor w Te ty cxagTe pnyos. | 
. Soli homini multiplex pariendi tempus datum. Nam & 
feptimo menfe & ofayo & nono parere potett, & quod 
plurimum decimo: nonnullas etiam mulieres undecimum | 
memer attingeres * CP 7 9S) 8 ses. Clg me a 
(@) Vid. Auli Gelliituib.3: Cap) 1s. we 
. Quoniam Decemyiri in decem menfibis gigni hominem, 
hon in undecimo fcripfiffent. ; 

¢ “ ow aN | ‘ “ ‘ / (e) Vid. Virg. 


74 


) Via. Virg. Eccl 4 OE a ae bch 4 
a -Matri longa decem tulerint faftidia mentee 
‘e x f) Vid. Ovid. Lib. 2. Fatt. ig La 
| Luna novum decies impleete cornibus orbem eS 
A - Que fuerat virgo credita, mater erat Ws a 
—Et idem, Labsay 73) 
: Seu’ quia bis quino foemina mente parit.” 
Mw Et Lib. oni 
Jamque decem menfes & puer ortus erat. ' 
@) Vid. Terent. ene aeiphrt AG. 3. Scen. 4. ae Seek 
iia -- -- -- virgoexco | ve 
' Sotuprele gravida facta eft, dings hic” 
‘Decimus eft. =~ | 
(b) Vid. Aulum Gell. loc. cit. : 
Tuva nue SEXAUNV OG» 
| (i) Vid. loc. cit. 
~ Infoletne mulier decimo menfe parete? _ 
(k) Vid. Plin. Secund. Hift. Natur. Lib. 7. Cap. 5. 
-De homine generando & pariendi tempore a menfibus fep- 
tem ad undecim. . 
(2) Vid. Plaut.in Comeed. Ciftellaria. 
. Tumilla, quam comprefferat, decimo bal menfe esidid 
hic peperit filiam. ’ 

*(m). Vid. Aul. Gell.loc. cit. | 
(x) Vid. Alphonfia Caranza Juris Confult. Hifpani Tradta- 
tum de partu naturali &legitimo, P. 569. | 

Interpretes Juris, uno aut altero excepto, deciinctivee 
aha probarunt, & legitimos agnoverunt. 


| And therefore I fhall not infift further on chi 
Head, but proceed to fuch as are more poftponed. 
to the ufuial time ; ‘and in Confequence of this I 
fhal! give Inftances of Children born in the Ele- 
~venth, Twelfth, Thirreenth; Fourteenth, Fif- 
teenth and Sixteenth Months, from the Authorities 
of (0) Homer, (p) Ariftorle, (9) Varro, (r) Plinius 
Secundus, (s) Aulus. Gellius, (t) Avicenna, (uw) 


Cardanus, (x) Alexancer Benediétus, Cy) Horatius 
|  Eugenius, 


Pag 
y) 


Dua 2 
Eng ent us,(z) Paulus: 


rachias, (1) Visor Trincavellius, 


9 
¥ 


(4) Goobifiedis, (3) Adriamus Spices, (4) Sandius, 


(5) Bokelmannus, (6) and from the Author of the — 
Book entitled, Les Loix Civiles dans leur Ordre 
naturel, referring the Reader tot Probation to — 
rhe following Notes, colleéted from the refpe- 

Ghaye Authors... @aenc. aoy a 


(0) Vid. “OMHPOY “Od‘us. A. who, in the Eleventh 
Book of his Songs about Uly/es, isplainly of the Opinion, 
That the Twelfth Month was a fit and proper Time for Hu- 
man Births; asis plain from the following Verfes. — 

Adse D3 wapseviny Cavnvs naa d urvoy seuss’. 
 Aurap tre p eriacsae Ocos perarnste epyds 7 

y T apaol ouxepl, bros T tod), en TF svouate, 
Kerpe puvae QlAoTnT!, WeermAou.eys Rete 
_ Tees dyaaatexva. Emeitn dmogwasot tupae 
 Adavarov. | : 
Solvit autem virgieam zonam fomaumque fuperinfundit,. 
Ceterum poftquam perfecit Deus amatoriaopera, 
Tnheefit fane manui, verbumque dixit & prolocutus eft, 

Gaude mulier amore, circumvoluto autem anno 
Paries pulchros liberos, Quandoquidem non vani concubitus 
Immortalium. ‘aba 8 . 
Que carmina Foannes Lalamantius fic apte Latinitate do-- 
RAVER TO ee FARR 9 Me | 

-~ Virgineum folvit ceftum, placidumque petivit. 

Conjugis infufus gremio per membra foporem. © 
| At poftquam munus Numen perfecit amoris, JI 
Et dedit amplexus atque ofcula dulcia fixit. 
.. Hic prenfare manu, & dictis compellat amicis, 
_., Gaude hoc complexu: nam cum fe volverit annusy 
->  Wuftres natos paries. Haud irrita Divitim 
 Connubia.s) |: Si . 
(bY Vid. Arift: Lib. 7. Cap. 4. Hiftor, Animal. loco prius 
citato. . Es 

(g) Qui in Lib. r4to. Rerum Divinarum in undecimo 
mene aliquando nafcihominemdicit, p 
Seer MR Pie 


mete 


es a Seen | 
Gr) Vide Plin. Secund, Hiftor. Natural. Lib. 7, Cap. 5; 
Qui dicit, Hominem toto anno, 8incerto gigni {patio ; 
- 8 Veftiliam partum effe innixam viz. Suilium Rufum in unde- 
-cimomenfe, Et ex Maffurio L. Papyrium Pretorem,fecundo 
_heeredelege agente, bonorum poffeffionem contra eum de- 
_ diffe, cum mater partum fe tredecim menfibus diceret tuliffe, 
quoniam nullum certum tempus pariendi ftatutum videretur. 

(8) Vid. 4Aul.Gelium\oco priuscitato. 

_ Preeterea ego de partuhumano, preterquam que in libris 
legi, hoc quoque evenifle ufu Rome comperi, foeminam bo- 
nis atque honeftis moribus, non ambigua pudicitidin unde= 


cimo menfe poft maritimortem peperife.- 
Ibid. Vid. Decretum Adriani qui requifitis veterum Philo- 
fophorum.& Medicorum fententiis decrevit in undecimo 
gquoque menfe partum edi poffe. ie 
(*) Vid. Avicen. Lib. 9. de Animal. qui refert mulierem 
poft decimum quartum‘menfem peperiffe cui dentes fubnafci 
ceperint, & bene vixerit. ' ee 
-  (#) Vid. Cardani Lib. 1. 'Tra@. 3. Contradi&. 8. Pater 
meus fe decimo tertio menfe natum preedicabat.° ~ 
(x) Vid. Alex. Benedict. Cap. 23. Lib: 25. Curand. morb. 
Accepimus quandam quatuordecim menfibus partum tuliffe. 
-(y) Vid. Horat. Eugen. Lib. 2. de partu hominis Cap. 23. 
Ubi partiones humanas undecimeftres admittit, » a 
“(z)- Vid. Pauli-Zach. Queftiones Medicolegales ‘Tit. 2. 
Queft. 6. Num. 7. Ubi partiones humanas undecimum men- 
fem attingere poffe afferit. ' ahaa ore 
(1) Vid. Vict. Trincavel. Confiliorum Medicinal. Lib. 1. 
Confil, 34;.Authores multi, 8 illi quidem viti omni excep- 
tione majores, tam antiqui, quam jtniores atteftentur huic 
fententie: nempe repertas effe mulieres indubitate probi- 
tatis & pudicitiz, que fostum in utero geflerint ad undeci- 
mum menfem, & ultra, quarum nihil intererat decimum, 
autundecimum vel ultraetiam peperife. § . 

(2) Vid. Gothofred. Scholiaad Novell. 39, audio apud Pa- 
rifienfes arbitrio dodiffimorum Advocatorum & inter €0$ 
Chappearum, domini admiffam fuiffe Viduam, que decimo 
quarto menfe peperiffet. | ce) ie et gi te 
» 43) Vid. . Adrian. Spigel. de Formatione Foetus Cap. 7. 
De mulicre que per fedecim menfes uterym geftavit.. «4. 
a a A | ~ (4) Vids Sand, 


- 


Fe ). Via. sand. Decis. Pil Lib. 4. Tits, Def, 10. Partum: 
a “muliere que 3 non probabatur impudice vixiffe, ditum 
-duodécimo ab obitu viri menfe habitum legitimum, & 
- yirifucceffionemadmiffum: cay 

. Ibid. Etau@ores fide digni teferunt exempla mulierum, 

ue ~undeécimo,, duodecimo, decimo tertio, & Oe a 
feat 33 apna i ie 

(5) Vid. Joan. Freder. Bokelmman. Cofttfent. i Dig. Lib. 1 
Te 5. de Statu Hominum Art.9. Quid de undecimo men- 
fe? fubinitiumejus adhuc partus admittirur, ut legitimus, 
ex decreto Hadriani, quod & recentioribus Prajudiciis con= 
firmatum eft. . 

(6) Vid. The Author ofthe Book entitled, esta Cross 
les dans leur Ordre naturel Seconde Partie; Livre Seconde de Suc- 
teffions. Art. 5. Ex pour la naiffance dansl onzjeme Mois apres la 
Moot du Mary, om fcait quil y a des Exemples Anciens e Nou- 
veaux d enfans jugex legitimes quoyque nex bien plus long temps de 
dix Mois apresla mort de leur Pere. 


And we have a famous Inftance in the Cafe of ‘ 
the late Prince of Condie, who was born, (as} res 
member) Thirteen Months after his Farher’s 
Death; and his Legitimacy was unanimoufly 
attefted by the Faculty of: Phyficians at Pie. 
which Teftimony was confirmed by an A@ of 
the Parifian Parliament. And to'this] may add 
fundry others in our own Country, particularly 
Doégtor Pitcairn, and Fobn Alexander a Fourth 
Son of the Laird of Blackhoufe, who were both 
Eleven Months in their Mothers Belly ; and Mr, 
Nafmith, Chirurgeon-Apothecary in Hzmiltoun, 
who 1s fhid to-have continued Sixteen Months in 
that Condition. And we have a very recenr In- 
ftance, that happened lately in the Canongare of 
Edinburgh, of a Womai who'was brought to Bed 
about a- Year after her Flushaeds Death, who, 

D after. 


aa 


ih Sneed eR Rilke ac anc i a 
afcer a Trial before the Seffion, \ 


a ARAN De mn, was difmitied by 
‘the late Reverend Mr. Thomas Wilkie, without 


any publick Cenfure ; he efteemin 


Bo 
i 


; 
; 
As, 


 fiblee The Matter of Fa&t here alledged can be | 


eafily artefted by the Elders of the faid Seffion, 
now alive. And the Perfons in this Country, 


formerly narrated, being ftill in Being, they and: - 


their Friends may be interrogate, by any who 


disbelieve Matters of Faét, about the Verity of | 


what is here aflerred’ So all thefe having been 


born alive, and fome of them continuing in Life,: 


they are in their refpeCtive, tho’ not equal Pro=: 
portions, Inftances of as great a Deviation from: 


the regular Rules of Birth, as thofe who are by ~ 


Anticipation, born fome Months before the 
Time. i ; 

17. Seeing I atn upon this Head; J cannot o- : 
mit to add an Inftance mich more poftponed — 
than any of the former ; and thar from the Au: 
thority of no lefs aPerfon than the admirable Same ° 
Bochart, who, for his Learning, was not only an. 
Ornament tothe French Nation, but alfo to the 
Protettanr World upon whom the following Di- - 
ftichs are moft defervedly made. 3 dies 
Neuftria fe tant? matrem miratur alumni, — 
Queni fluper ut rarum Numints orbis opus. A 
uicquid Arabs,Phoenix,Graius docuitg; Latinus; 
Inclufum vafto pettore folus habets Se 


- > 


This eminent Man gives an Inftance of a Birth 
pottponed to the Eighteenth Monthswhich.is pains 
Seath : rom ° 


ey eet eed 


ve 3 : | eS , ji 7 pate a : 4 ‘ ‘ : is ee sia ; Hi 
from his Letter to NV. Carbonell, Counteller and. 


Secretary to the King of France, 
_ Vid. Epitt. Sam. Bochart. amplif. vito N. Carbonell, Regi 
Chriftianiff.a Confiliis& Secrets. 6 

_— Solent adhec nono vel decimo geftationis menfe parere; — 
fuere tamenaliquando, quz liberos fuos ad decimum pri-” 

tnuin, fecunduni, tertium, imo & honhunquam ad decimum 
odavum; quales populares quadam nofire, utero geflave- 
Ee Ty gos ae apier) ecu shiea pee 


. Andy from what is already premifed, it’s plain, 
“tho” Anticipationsdo not bear an equal Proportiori 
swith Poftpofitions; yer neverthelets, they are a 
Demontttative Proof, that Nature is nor always 
obfequious to regular Rules, bur is fometimes out 
of Order. We ee 
~ 18. Before I leave this Subject it’s fir to anfwer 
an ObjeGtion that may arife from the Diverfiry 
of the Number of Days in Months and Years 
ufed by the Jews, Grecians, Romans, ahd Ma- 
bumetans 5 that the Authorities | have adduced 
from them, may not bé invalidated, which I 
fhall endeavour to petform with as much Breviry 
and Perfpicuity as os capable of, 
. And, to, .That the Months arhongft the 
Sfews were of Thirty Days, and their Years of 
Twelve Months, is plain from the Hiftory of rhe 
Deluge and other Parts of Scripture s fo thar their 
Solar Year did confift of Three Hundred and — 
Sixty Days. I know they made ule alfo of a 
Lunar, confifting of as many Months, 4s the for- 
‘mer; and the Number of Days in each Month 
being Twenty. Nine. stead Hours, the Lue: 
rs 3 far - 


( 


~ nar Year contains Three Hundred and: Fifty Fou: 
‘Days. The one Year they a kate to theit 
Ecclefiaftick, and the other to their Civil Affairs : 
~The fir beginning in our March, and the latter 
Oneness) emicrenin: cerou.. | 


| Vid. D, Petavii 1 ‘ionarii, Temporum, partis: fecund, 
Lib. 1. de Annis Fudeorum, Arabum & Zegyptiorume : 
Utautem apud nos duplex anni primordium eft, alteruns. 
Civile, a Fanuario, alterum Ecclefiafticum, amenfe Pa/cha- 


i; ficilli Civilem annum auipicati funt a, 7i/i menfeluna- — 


fiautumnali, Ecclefiafticum a Nifamvernomenfe, . 
ado. The Grecians made ulé of Lunar Months, - 
and Years, endeavouring from time to time, to 
roportion ‘thefé to the Solar Circumyolution, 
Eda which. 1t’s- plain their. Months were Synodi- 
cal, and not Periodical ; and fo, their Year was 
of the fame Duration, with that of the fame 
Kind, of the Jews. And to make an Equation, 
betwixt the Solar and rhe Lunar Years, they ins 
terjected a Lunar, or. more Months, according to 
the various Computations ufed by them in their 
fundry Cycles. - RT 


Vid. De Petavii loco: prius citato de lunati: menfe, anno 
fimplici, & compofito, fiveenneadecatteride, 


3tio. TheRomans made ule.of the Fuliean tat, 
confilting of Three Hundred, aud Sixty Five Dayss 
and Six Honrs.;. which, by the By, execeds.the 
Celettial.or Tropick Year, Eleven Minutes. Nes 
verthelefs. in Calculations. of this, Nature, they 
fornetimes, ufed the, Lunar. Months and Years: 
s | es aii 


the Solar, which snay be eafily inferved 


shy) ‘ 
4 te 4 
Soe. fae ; 


; 
? fi ae 
Moe: 


im Ovid, Lib. 2. J 
Beg . SeRpr UE 
Que fuerat virgo credita, mater erat. 


+ ato, The Arabians, Saracen: iy we nak 
_tife only of the Lunar Months A’ Yoke, euth- 


out any Defign of reducing them to a Ballance 
~-qvith Solar Revolutions. ‘So their Years are the 
fame with the fimple Lunar Years of the Fews, 
Grecians and Romans formerly mentioned. From 
all which it is very evident, , that our Adverfaries 
can reap little or no Advantage, fromthe D1- 
-ftin@ion that1smade, betwixt Ancient, Solar 
-and Lunar Years. sai ig 
438. Ir’s remarkable, That fome of thofe Au- 
thors, who impugn the Poffibiliry of Births be- 
ing poftponed for fo longa Time, as! have here 
“narrated, neverthelefs acknowledge the Exiftence 
of the fame in Cafes of Fafcination ; not_confide- 
‘Ting, that the Powers, by which the Charmers 
‘a&, are never above Nature ; real Miracles -being 
Infinitely beyond the Agency of Satan and his 
‘Anftruments. And ifthe Cafes, formerly men* 
‘tioned, may exift by the Influences of feparate 
evil Spirits, as they themfelves acknowledge *. 
At is undeniable, but that fomerime they niay al- 
fo be produced, from Powers within che Compafs 
of Nature, without the Concurrence or Efficacy » 


‘of any Diabolical Art. 


ae: * Vid, Alobony. Carranc. de Par 


~ Unan 


ixerat, jam in farcinam pregnationis obfepto utero, et re- 
pugnato foetu, perpetua pregnatione damnavit. Ut cuncti 
numerant,oéto annorum mifella illo onere, & velut Elephan- 
tum paritura diftenditur. Larino-Gracus accedit {criptor Pau- 
fanias,cujus in Bxoticis ifta habentur, PharmacidasThebania Fu- 
yone miffas aiunt, ut parturienti -Alcmene impedimento 
effent, fedeasdum Alcmene partum inhiberent, a Tirefie fix | 
1i4 Hifforide tali commento delufas: ex eonamque loco, un- 
de ills facile audire poffent, clamavit pepériffe jam -Alcme- 
gram; illas €a voce deceptas ftatim abiifle, Alcmsenan illico puc- 
| yum enixam. , | eee | 
” Bur duch is the Weaknefs: of Human Unders 
ftanding, that frequently. whea we cannot com- 
prechend, we dény the greareft and moft fublime 
Truths s and in unufual or extraordinary Events, 
when we are unable to accounr for them, we im: 
mediately have a Recourfe ro a Miracle or In- 
chantment, to cover our Ignorance, abour the 
Effedts we obferve :. Tho’ in all Probability none 
pf them haye the leat Phyfical Efficacy in the 
Production of the Phaneming chat fall under. our 
Confideration. ! bitty sb 
19. And now having finifhed what I defigned 
about Births poftponed. to the ufval Times it 
naturally. follows, I fhould.proceed to’ giye In- 
ftances of fich as have anticipared the fame. And 
feeing thofe of the eighth and feventh Months,are 
fo porous by their Numbers and Frequency 3 1 
tg + 


», 


wat 


_ is needlefs to give any Examples abour them, un- 
“Jefs 1 had a Mind to prove, for Oftentation’s — 
Sake, that which at prefent no Man of Senfe or 
Learning can deny. And as a Performance of this 
Kind would defervedly refle& on the Difcretion 
and Judgment of the Author : So it would be an 
impertinent Attempt upon the Patience of the 
Reader, and an Abufe of the Time (which he 
might employ to better Purpofes ) to trouble him 
with fuch Trifles. Therefore I fhall goon to 
the Anticipations, thar are more remote, and 
confequently more to the Purpofe in hand. And 
by the By, I hall only notice what we haye re- 
pice in the Second Book of Efdras, Cap 6. 
Ver. 21. , : i 
The Women with Child fhall bring forth untimely 
Children, of three. or four Months old and they 
foall live and be raifed up. : 
But leaving this, 1 thal) go to Inftances which 
havea nearer Relation to Mr. Elder’s Cafe 3 and 
T thall begin with thefe of the fifth and fixth 
Months, ? Mt ee ee ane 
40. And inthe firft Place, I fhall adduce the 
Teftimony of (¢) Hieron, Mantuus,:a Savoyard 
or Piedmontefe Phyfician, who knew a Butler of 
King Henry’s of France, that was born in-the 
fifth Month, who, when he wrote, was alive and 
of a good Age, and of (4) Ferdinandus Mena, a 
famous Spani/> Phyfician, who affirms, That there 
1s no Abfurdity to give Credit to what is already 
alledged, To which (c) Hieronymus Cardanus al- 
fo confents, by giving an Inftance of one Clara ot 
a D4 Eigh: 


& 


Fallejins alecady cited, were peetent at the Deli- > 


fa natural Birth, inthe Begin- _ 
ception. And Alphonfus de Santa Cruce gives his _ 
Teftimony to Births in Spain of the fitth Month, — 


asconfifting with his Knowledge. = 


“< (a) Vid. Hieronym. Mant. Allobrogis, Anafceuen morbo- 
yum. Lib: 4: Cap: 41: Novi pincernam Chriftianiffiimi Regis 
“Henrici, qui quinto menfe natus erat: qui etiamnum vivitin 
getate confiftente. ; . es hr ly, a 
(Bb) Vid. Ferdinandi Mede Commentaria ad Cap: 4.de Aipe 
ocratis feptimeftri partu. Hawé-abfurdum videri debet, & 
Giraquenetris partus vitalis editus fit apud Valentinos,ferven- 
tem {ane plagam ; ficut & apud Madritiincolas nonnullos ob- 
fervatum cenfeo, ex publica matre, honeftiffimamgue vi- 
vendi rationem nacta, natam effe quinquemefirem, 
- (c) Vid... Hieronym: Cardani Contradicent. Medicor. Libi 
1: Tradtatu 3. Contradict: 8. Uxor 4, Petri Sormani, Ven 
ditoris Malvatici (ut fic Craticum vinum appellare liceat) in 
via Vexillorum-Mediolami oftendit mihi filiam nomine Claram 
‘quam diebus 148 poft abortum mafculi foetus quadrimeftris 
Venetiis peperit: & im puerperio lacapparuit. Ipfa autem 
puella exilis, pallida & macilenta eft, annosagens XVIII, 
(d) Vid. Eundem loco citato. ‘Euphragia Virgo Deo dicata — 
in Aide B, Rodogonda, cum mater ejus abortiviffet puerum s. 
Nonis $ulii. profecta-vero ad conjugem ro. Calend. Augu/ti 
ipfam Exuphragiam peperit 7. Id. Fanuarié fequentis anni. 
Share CLXX. die nata eit. ey, : 
(e) Vid. rallefi Philofophiam facram, Cap. 18. Adeéo 
minus certi quicquam eft in his rebus, quam veteres putarunt, 
ut noftrofeculo nata fit puella, haud dubie quinquemeftris, 
que adhuc vivit, plufquam duodecim jam annos nata, cu- 
jus gracilitas ac tenuitas major, quam mullieribus efle confue- 
vit, indicat certam effe de ejus ortu fidem. Preterquany 
quod multis domefticis, neque ineyidentibus argumentis 


Gonftitic, cn ai 
(Nag Cf) Vid. Johan, 


—-firkt Quality, who was 


Peas 


¢ 


- (QD). Vid. Alphonf, Caranz. Cap. 9, 
femeftribus. — Et in femeftribus hoc ut in dubium afferit. 


--&f): Vid. Johan. Alphonfi a Fontecha 


“ (@) Vid. Petri Péramati. Lib. de 


1 42 ) i ee 
: % . : ; pa M edicin. Chriftien? 
Speculum. Pag. 540. Ubi varias exhibit hiftorias partus quin- 


minis; Procreatione, 


. de quinquemeftribus & 


Speron Speronii' Italus-in dialogo erudito de tempore partusa- 
Medicisnovioribusnorn parumcommendato. 

@ Vid Alphonf: Caranz. Cap. 9. de Partionibus quinque- 
meftribus &femeftribus, HE Vat. sticks ck Wea 
 Soan. Brodeus (qui & quinquemeftres partus admifit, raros 
tamenagnofcens) Lib. 10. Cap.t1. Sacobus Segarraad Ga- 
lenum de Facultat. Naturalib. Lib. 3. Cap.3. Henricus Sale 
muth, ad Pancirol. ‘Tomo 2. Rerum Memorabil. Cap. 10, 
Horat. Augen, de Partu Hominis Lib. 1. Cap.14.&21. Clau- 
dius Giardinus in libello de Partudierum 171. sehenk. Lib. 4. 
Tit. de Partu obfervat. 2. & 3. Et fane iftorum fententia 
comprobari videtur, Avicenna Auctoritate, qui} Lib. de 


Nat. Animal. Cap. ultimo, fe vidiffe teftatur puerum fexto 


menfenatum. Sed & nobis Hifpanis quinquemeftrium par- 
tionum in hac Mantua Carpetana, & in Oppido de Guadalupe 
editarum, teftes funt Ferdinanundus Mena, & Peram. fupr. 
qui fimul cum Vallefio Cap. 8. illuftriffime foemine editionem 
naturalem & mirandam in initio menfis quinti a conceptu 
contingentem enarrant. Et fane iftorum dicta refpexit D, 
Santla Cruz. de Hippocrat. Philofoph. fupertextu 71. illis ver-. 
bis: Quinto menfe editum in Hi/pawia cognovimus, 


~ And tothe Phyficians already narrated, we. 
fhall add the Teftimontes of fome of the moft 
eminent Lawyers, as Baldus, Philippus Corneus, 
Decius Felinus, Rolandus, Burfatus, Sfortias Re« 
natus Chopinus, Gothofredus, Ferdinandus Mencha:« 
ca, lorreblanca, Roblefius Salzedo, Fobannes A- 
loyfius, Riccius, and. AlpbonfusCaranza, who cites 
allo fundry others giving their Sentiments -1n Fa- 
ar . VOUutrs. 


urality of Births, of the Fifth 


; ‘ Dob 


| xth Montl '; but-in rhe “ 
plain in giving fb 
this Head, (J), 


my 


more 


Re, 


this Head : For the Operation, . requifite in thar 


‘Cafe, being generally performed after the Mo- 


ther’s Death, the Child muft of Neceffiry fuffer 


much both by the Mother’s Sicknefs and Death ; 
and confequently be va{tly weakened. from what 
“Gt might have been naturally, if thofe things had 


‘not happened to the Parent (m). 


| -(®%) Vid. Caranz. loco citato. Sententiam iffam amplex 
widentur Baldus Confil. 113. Numer. 5. Volum. 5... -Aagel. in 
1. quod certatim, C. de pofthum. Hered. inftituend. dum 
‘affirmat natos fexto vel octavo menfe, quamvis illico dece- 
‘dant, teftamentumrumpere: quibusadde Philip. Cornenm 8 
| Decinm. Felin. Roland, Burfat. Sfortiam, & Cardin. Albanum 
relatos A Peregrino de fide commif. Art, 43. Num.29.  _ 

Sed difertius quinquemeftrium vitalem exiftentiam, & 
-fucceffionis capacitatem defendit Rewams Chopinus (Arrefto 
Curie Parifienfis-pro quodam quinquemeftri expenfo) de 
-privilegiis rmficorum, Lib. 3. Cap.3. Num. 5. Quem re- 
Fert & fequitur Gorhofredus in {choliis ad dictam 1. quod certa- 


Et ante iftos D. Ferdinand, Menthaca dg fabceffionum creatio- 
RAY at SR ty Bee: oie Bia aiy kb aie ete ly mea ae E | ne 


apter he 1s: very difting and). ? 


» being 


as 


tim, & ad Novellam 39. de reftitut. &eaque parit, Cap... 


- -feptimomente, D. de fi 


“ne Lib.2. S20, Num. 115. 


» Jesincipere: namin his 


1 2A Ae 
whe i 
ry Ae iP 
ris 


veblanc 


Philofophosac Medicos, cum omn 


hacin parte laude digna protulerint 


pains (quem, abortivum cenfuerunt Hippocrar. | 


eptimo menfe ini 


eveniat; quandoquidem experientia diverfis poftea rerum 
fubcefibus (quoscommemorant Auctores prime opinionis | 
fupra relati) nobis demonftraverit partus iltos vitales ft’ 
ec. : : ; , ‘ d by q 

-(m) Vid. Renat. Chopin. de Privileg. Rufticor. Lib. 3. Cap. - 
@. Tante queeftionis analyfis fuit hec ; Curia patrem filii - 


-quinto menfe exfecto matris ventre editi, & {piraffe vif, 


Hetedem pronunciavit; Arefto in Privilegiis purificatee Vir- 
ginis Matris anno 1535. Yoanne Prevofto & Talone inviceém 


altercantibus. Vid. etiam hac de re Gothofredum ad Novell. — 


39. Cap.2. 


An d of latrer Times we have a Signal Inftance 
in the famous Monfieur Rochfort, (n) who, in his 
Memoirs, ackriowledges. himielf to have been 
born before’ the Time limited to. the Child now 


under our Gonfideration. : ae ut f 


\ 
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Pea te a B af teas 
But to. come near 


Fore/s, to a Reve 


I Received yours. of January-282h,Febrvary tor? 
and I duRicank neni you: bad Roan to 
complaint have not been fo good as my Word in 
the; Affair, Fundertook to erforns for Doctor Dick» 
fon. But I bope you'll: forgive me, when I affure 
you, Ubave been inthe Ufe of Means to-give Sati: 
factionin that Matrer both to you and rhe Doétor. 
E.went to Bellic; as foomas the Valitudinary Condi- 
zionof:my Family could permit, in order to my ex 
trading an Account of. that Bajine® out of the Bup- 
tifmal Regifter there. But, to my great Surprize, 
that Regifter could not be found. It feems, upon my 
leaving of that Place, they changed the Precentor , 
and:he, whom they: put out, either deftroyed that 
Regifter out of' Malice, or bath loft it: For all that 
Lcould do, could not procure a Sight of it; andI 
can affure you, I ufed all Endeavours poffble to pro- 
cure it. My next Shift was to difcourfe the Elders 
about that Matter : And tho they remember, that 
titi? | , there 


rs 


‘4 \. Sa 
ae 
i 


yet they do not diftinttly ‘mind the particular Tinie 
of the Woman's being brought to Bed, or the Interval 
betwixt the Firft and Second Child. Now what 
foall I doin the Cafe as I have reprefented it ; if 
my Account of the Affair comes to be challenged, as 
you know it bas already? I bave no Authentick 
Documents to confirm it by, and confequently T 
muft be reputed aLiar, a bas 
already infinuate in his Print, I am, And whe- 
ther I am to allow Doftor Dickfon in that Cafe, to 
publifh the thing I advanced in the Commiffon, I 
refer to you. This bas been rhe real Occafion of my 
not fending an Account of that Matter to the Doftor 5 
and if you blame me, I muft crave Pardon both of 
you and him, As for my felf, I perfectly remember, 
there was one James Grant, who, with his Wife \fo- 
bel Cruikthanks, vefided in my Parifh while I was 
Minifter at Bellie, I think it was Part of 702 ana. 
703, the Woman was brought to Bed ‘about the End 
of February 703, 4s fhe. was again in the Month of 
Auguft 703, I baptized both the Children, who lta 
vea both of them a confiderable time after, I am, 


Sir, 


Your very humble Servant, - 
‘Cha, Primrofes 


y : ih a BAe Wee eee ¢ att: i ee 
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Pe hk Gls ‘ 


Arid this being froma Gentleman of known 


iw. 
x 


Probity, fich as have the good Fortune of being: 


7 


cretion refufe his Feftmony. 
» And to this | fhall fib 

a worthy and learned Gentleman, concerning an. 

Honourable and Virtuous Lady,who had formerly 

been the Mother. of feveral Children at the ufual 


acquaint with him, cannot with any Sort of Dif 


jie 


and cuftomary Time; but afterwards was brought. 


to Bed of Three fundry Children at equal Di- 


ftances in the Compafs of one Year: And asthe 


firft is from the North, this laft is ftom: the 


South; fothat the Difference of Climates does: 


not much vary the Matter. | 


SIR; 


TN Obedience to your Commands, I take this Oc- 
 cafion to fend you fome Account of that Inftance - 


. . relating to Mr, Elder’s Cafe, which (while 


that Affair was under Debate before the Synod of 


Galloway) was pleaded in his Bebaif by a very 


Honourable Gentleman, a Member of that Synod. ~ 


This Gentleman told them, That he could by no 
Means look upon that Cafe, even: as pretended by 


Mr, Elder and bis Wife, to be fo impoffble as fome 
People gave out 5 for that his own Lady had born « 


hall fbjoin another Letter,fiom 


- 


him Three living Children within the Compafs of one 


Tear, and at equal or very near. to equal Diffances 


of Time betwixt the Births. 


Ter 


ae 


rs a Si , a 

ged and applied by that Gentleman: 
Cafe, had fo mach Weight with a 
bers, both Gentlemen and Mini- 


zd known the Truth 


Fs 


o 


been admitted to his Oath of Purgation at that 
t1€. : - | 
All that I can further fay about this, is, That 
rhe firft of thefe Three Children was born on New=- 
Year’s-Day ; and the other Two at fuch Diftances 
Tear : But hovw long, I know not; but I fuppofe, 
rhey are all Three-altve ftill, or at leaft lived:to a 
 confiderable Number of Tears. a us 


“There is One thts filly. sabich tt map nbo perbaps 
be amifs to add, vit. That, baving bad Occafion to 
be feveral times in Company with that Gentleman, 

I have heard. him: fometiniesdfked, How long be’. 
thought each of thee Toxo laft Children bad: been in’ 
the-Womb ¢ His Anft wer was, \ That, that was what 
be. could not determine + Bur that be was fure,. he 

bad never in.his Life bedded: with his Lady, after 
her being brought to Bed ;, 22/1. the. Days of Purifi- 
cation, appointed by the Law of Mofes for 2 oo | 


Child, 


f axl 
Child, 


vere OUEr 5 a pyaese %0 athe thet poe 
ee ak 

gh ae eee 
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Pu ‘Tor mr moft bnanble Servant; 
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Sibicher ages s 4 “Aud. Bruntfield. 
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OT, thefe 1 Pee add an. cdot i the fate 
Ruverenet Mri: David Blair tothe Commiffion of 
the Church, about a Gentlewoman in Edinburgh, 

whofe Cafe’ was of a parallel’ Nature with that of 
Mrs, Elders: But that having been inftanced in 
the fame particular Affair, 1 refer the Storie to 
the Memory of fuch, who were: then Members of 
the Commifficn. 

As for the Woman,who was faid to be brought 


to Bed in the Fifth Month, in Aberdour; at the 
Time of Mr. Elder’ s Trial ; tho’ I have ‘been at. 


fome Pains to enquire concerning the Verity of it, 
I have had little that was diftinét in thar Matters 


Pa 


fave that the Mother was of Oj ed that the 


sh d was born in the Fifth Month, and that the 
3 Child had been Jonger 


fidwife choughe thc 
in na Womb. Oe 
Before 1 finifh. 


fhall add a fingular one from Spigelius *, who 


gives the following peas viz, That he fnew 


a 


guile of this Kind, L 


@ Carrier of Letters bet wink Ze and and. Holland, 


| 


a 


x 


who was affirmed, by the publick Leftimony of the 


City of Middleburgh, to have 
ginning of the fixth Month, £ 


born in the Be~ 
i of fuch a flen- 


nd fecble in bis 
liged to keep him 


der Body, and withal (o we 


Bones, that his. Mother w 1 to 
warm in ber Bofons for the §) of three Months 5 
he being rolled in Cotton all the while, zill he had 
acquired Strength to endure a Swadling Cloth. This 

Man, at fourty Tears of Age, was little. more than 
a Dwarf. PM os | 


Fars | \ ; 

* Vid. Adrian. Spigel.de Formato Fetu Cap. 20. Edition, 
Amfterd. apud Foan: Blaeu. 1649 oPOlO ti 2 BIT Ras 
- Olim novi hominem, qui tabellarium-agebat in Belgio, lis 
terafque ferebat.ex,Zelandia in Bataviam, urbis Medioburgen= 
fistéftimonio publico omnibus commonfiraffe, fe fextimen- 
fisinitio editum, corpore. exiguum, ‘ac viribts ita~debilem. 
et’ offibus infirmum, utiiater coa@a fuerit per tres menfes 
in finu acinter ubera goffipio circumdua@tum:ad frigora fove- 
te, donecrobur acquifiverat, quo poffit fafciis circumligariy: 
erat autem hic homo dimidius pumilio quadraginta anno; 
rum. PS ae m ‘% 


‘at. TP know not what, the Adverfaries to’ my 
Opiriions can oppofe to the Inftances now given 5 
Pie they have Récourfe ‘to the common Do- 


ey} 


rine of Superfoetatior,’ which, ‘from the follow- 
OTs ee, 4a ee ae es ts nos caning § 
ing Confiderations, I fhall render very dubious, 
aiid in many. Cafes impracticable and impoffible. 


And thar the Matter may be rightly underlt6od,, 


it’s fit ro give the - Definition, what» Superfetation 
is, which % ane or more Conceptions after a fuft at 
various and fundry Times ; which cannot -natural- 
Ty be, “becauwie,, 7" #7 od tiie. 


Imo. So 


: ne PO RAE 
im,: es fon, as the Ovum ; arrives at the Vier ty 
fhe in ecisred tific aoe ve Malem is riety A and ey, 


bias fon Ae ae A 
n0 ,Gengration, ee 


been for. fome a fluc fg in te cay of 
the Matrix, it comes at Te gth to achete | tofeme © 
Part of its internal Surface by the Placenta uteri-- 
ma, and deriving. gradually. Nourifhment , from 
the Mother,: the Embrio, with, its Waters and 
Membranes, being gradually increafed, exrcnd 
and inlarge the Cavity of the Urerms on all Sides : 
So that the Placenta and the Chorton being) every 
where contiguous to the internal Surface.of the 
fame, there.is no. Place for an Ovum to enter by 
the Fallopian Tubes , and as little for an. daimal- 
culum to impregnate them. And as ‘the Farus 
increafes daily in Bulk, the Refiftance. in Confe- 
quence muft be propottionally grearer s for tos. 
wards the End. of Impregnation, all the Fibres. of. 
the, Uterus , whether Longitudinal ,..Spital or 
Traniverte, . a are fo extended, that ig, La. 
bour they fometimes. run unt Pos of being 
broken and lacerated, and in: particular In 
tances actually SPR ENR is. plain from an 
itive of a. : fome Years ago at-Del- 
Kieth, her ordinary ay erie having declared that 
the was unable to bring her to,Bed ; and. {he ’be- 
ing in extreme Danger,Dr. Piteairnand Mr. Fames 
a ivr |e syiel 
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Hamilton Chirurgeon-Apothecary were fent for 5 


and whilft the latter was preparing himfelf to de- 


liver her, before he had fo me ch. ‘as laid Hands 


Abdomen, the Bottom of the 
to be burft and torn, and the Child 
Cavity of the Belly, amongft the Inteftines, fur- 
rounded with the Mother’s Blood. So if there 
be any fich a Thing as Superfoctation, it muft fall 
out only in the Beginning, when the firft Ovum 
is flu€tuating in the Marrix, or’ if adhering to it 
at leaft very fmall. From whence we may ratio= 
nally infer, that the Diftance of Time betwixt 
the Births muft be very fhort, and thefe remo- 
ved from one another for a few Days, or at moff 
a few Weeks: For after a few Months, the Dif- 
ficulties and Refiftances are fo increafed, that one 
may.as eafily conceive the Foecutidation of the 
Fair Sex by the external Pores ‘of the Body, or 
by preternatural Ways of Coition, that are “not. 
once tobe named, of which no Inftance can ‘be 
given fince the Creation of the World. 
' 3tio. As for the Inftances of Supetfoctations af 
ter Impregnations of fundry Months, thefe de~ 
pending upon the Maturity and Tmmaturity of, 
the Ova, and the Vivacity and Languidne(s’ of 
the Animalcula arrivitig at the Matrix about’ the: 
fame Time, are to. be explainéd according to 
the Theory contained in the féeond Paragraph, 
to which, for Breviry’s Sake, I refer the Reader ; 
from whence, with the Confidérations imme- 


upon her, fhe fuddenly dies. Upon opening the, 


ave 


Matrix was, found 
Child lying in the 


far 


anit 


pet 


diately. 
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diately premifed, all the Phenomine about Super 
-focration may eafily and plainly be deduced. - 

- ga. Now toi ce all this Matter more fully, 
4rmay not be improper to demonitrate, that the — 
‘Opinion of thof eny the Poffibilicy of 
‘Births before the Se Month, is falfe and nor 


‘founded in Nature, from their own Way of Rea- 
foning, about the . 


Imperfection of the Parts of a 

Fetus before that Time. The contrary of which 
‘is evident from the Natural Arguments already 
‘adduced, and from the Obfervations frequently 
‘made with Relation to Abortions of eight or ten 
"Weeks, where all the Parts of the Bodies of both 
‘Sexes are diftin@ly perceived and noticed by the 
‘naked Eye in the refpective Subjeéts ; tho’, with 
fome little Difproportion, when we compare the 
“Heads with the other Parts of their Bodies, thofe 
‘being in Refpe& to thefe much more bulkie. And 
“when our Senfes are affifted by Art, we ulually, 
in/a fuitable Degree to the Excellency of the | 
Glaffes,; difcover a Multitude of . Objects, — 
that, before rhe Ufe of them, were hid from 
‘our Eyes ; which I can eafily demonftratc upon 
an Abortion of feven or eight Weeks that | have’ 
-preferved by me.: And if thefe Phyficians had cul- 
tivated Narure with as facta Ageeilon, as they 
did the Opinions and Sentiments of their An- 
ceftors, the Profeffion cf Medicine, in all human 

Probability, had by rhis Time arrivedto a more 
fignal PerfeCtion. - Paet renee 
But we of this and fome bypaft Ages, have 
Reafon to lament, thar the moft' pregnant Wits — 
ecr ead x ) ; aye 


haye, for any: fortner Centuries, been perver 
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imployed in {tudying th > Auth 
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allowed in Divine Revel: ere 


Virtues-and Properties of the Objects that fal! un- 
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lewoman, 


oe 


ild had 


 Chingigep a” pot ctaty 
‘was Operator ; and fundry others both Men, and 


‘called in Queftion,efpecially. feeing the difpropor-_ 
‘tionable Bulk of the Child's Head to the other 


the Child’s not having by. far come, to. Maturity, 


Aonth; and fome 
th. {hall ther¢e 


FtAre..o1 
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igily , Donatys, Hildanus, 
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o notour, ‘f think it 
vi 
_ ford, anda Son of the Laird of Burgies for the 


; them by Gitations,and thal! 
"proceed. to give fome Inftances in this Age. viz. 
,, the late Earl of Cram, 

Time in the Neighbourhood of Edinburgh. 


born. And two Women declare, that the Child 
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ee; the Worse $ Child : new 3 Hokt would tii¥e | 
‘been as bulkie as Mr. Elder’s Five or Six Months | 
after it’s Birth. Tc I which if Tadd an Informa- 
‘tion fenr 1 me frot na Ge itleman, who defies: his 
‘Name may he’. fle aled, Mr. Elder's ‘Affair and 
his. B alee will f ti dl f ‘for more Compaflion 
“exercifed about’ them. 

1¢ Presbytery of. Wigteun have con- 
peiled the NUS: of ra the ies of Honour and 
‘Virtue, and, as they are termed in the Excraat, * 
“of Ave and. Experience in thofe Matters ; upon 
whote private Teftimony the Sentence of Sufpenfi on 
againft Mr. Elder feems to me in a great Meafure 
to be founded. I may be allowed to be filent as 
fot the Gentleman’s Name, who writes in his Fa- 
vours‘tn-order tohis Exculpation, And at the fame 
‘time I‘cannot forbear to remark,that theWomen, 
‘who were examined, and gave their Depojfitions 
publickly, on this Subject, were manifeftly of a 
quite different Opinion to the Ladies of Age and 
Experience in thofe Matters, who were only pri- 
“vately examined, as-appears from the Extraét, to 
which ] tefer the Reader at the rey of ets Effey. 
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wy, Afire 9 @ you, ee sh Wench soho faw the Child, 
“can “devon > Lhat, when foe came into the 
World, fhe bad no Nails ; and when infpetted 
Twenty Three Days after the Birth, any Hair and 
iis that fe had were moft imperfee her Skin, 
: partir _ 
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“not of that Colour, that is natural to 
| to,full Time 5, moreover oe wasahe fi 
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i As for. the Bignefs of the Child, when infpe- 


xe 
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v-born, of a larger 
old tho’ nor difeated. ° 
m the Depofition of 
rs Child, , Four Months 

tocly of the ufual Bulk of | 
been feparated. from 
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in Reafon, and Religion, as well as in the Civil 


Miniitye 4.) 8 ; 


" -# Vid, The Extraé of the Procefs: commenced by the 
Presbytery of Wigtoun, concerning Mr.. Thomas Elder Minifter 
of Whitehorn, atthe End of this Effay. Dar Vea tg 
~ 26..1 know,’ that both. Divines. and. Lawyers 
havea fpecial Regard to the Chaftiry of the Sex, 
4n-thew. Determinations about Cafes of this Kind, 
(andrhar molt defervedly ;) their Rules and Laws 
being-accommodated to the, ufual: Operations of 
Nature. '-And fuch as are extraordinary, not fal- 
ding under, ot deferving, their. Confideration, it’s 
no Wonder, . they have not had thefe fo mie jn 
si , ae: 1¢We 


w 


md My, 


_ View: But fecing they low bie Potbility off 

the Events I have been fp iking 5 of, as to chafte 
Women, there is no Grou dto deny the fame to 
thofe who have had the hy 


Aisfi rt rune to undergo 
a wor fe Fame : : TE Nature is not always obfe- 
quicus to, nor can it be. 


Mi 


> lim ited | by ‘Human Laws 5, 
and what is poffible in th S one is alfo i in the other. 
And it is moft’ uncharit able, to conclude from 
one falfe Step, that all the reft mutt be of a 
Piece : For fuch as’ draw Inferences of this Kind, 
ought themfelves to be without Sin, aad. then: 
they fhall be allowed to caft the fir Stone. 
~ From what 1 have advanced in fundry of the. 
preceeding Paragraphs, and ia particular in this ;/ 
one may eafily know my Sentiments of. Maturity 
and Immaturity. of Births, 1f he read with oS 
derftanding and Attention. ) 
a7, If without a Miracle OHefaced of Six; ‘See 
ven, Eight, Nine and Ten “Years of Age may. 
beget and bear Children; the Cafe of Mr. Thomas 
~ Elder will, not..appear to be fo ftrange, as to, be. 
impoffible to Nature a@ting within the Gompafs 
of its own Sphere. And of all-thefe I fhall give 
Inftances from good Authorities, in their Order, 
beginning with thefe of the Tenth Year, and 
proceeding 9 afterwards, in a regular Method, to 
thofe that are moft remote from the ordinary 
Courfe of natural Births. And the Firft thall be 
of Abaz, the Son’ of , King “of Fudab, 
who begat Hezekiah her e was about Ten 
_ Years of Age ; as is manifeft, | ifwe compare the 

Seco and no oi Verfes of the Sixteently Chap- 

ter 


cer of the Second Book ‘of the Kings, with the 
Second Verfe of the Eighteenth Chapter of the 
fame Book. Where we read, That Abex was 
Twenty Years old when he began to reign, and 
aihied. Sixteen Yea c } 
therefore to be goi 
when he died. And 


| ae 
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ing Forty Years in - Ferufalem, his Son Rehoboam 
fucceeding him in the Kingdom inthe tories 


Fiett Year a his Age. e; is fan, | that Siiieal 


could only. be about Ten Ye cars of Age, when he 
begag. Rehoboam; + fot, the ufual Tis a the Mo-, 
ther’s going, with. Ghild | xeing Nine \ Months, vis 

forefaid Calculation, 


alfo to deduced. from thi fol 
But fince this Inftance. labour Borne fome Sane 
culty, ,and has, not that C erta 

I thall in fift no. furt net upor i 

To this Purpofe we have a, Base LTRS 

Paflage, in the Epiltle of Feremizb to. thofe who 

were-to be led Captive into Babylon, calling. the 

Seventy Years Captivity Seven Generations,From 

which it may be. rationally inferred, That, at. 
‘Fen Years of Age, they began to beget and bear. 
Children's and for this fee Baruch Chap. 6: Vs 3. 
So when ye be come into Babylon, ye shall remain 
there-many Years, and for along. Sel el 
Seven Generations. 

. Fo the forefaid Teftimonies I fhall annex one 
Gantt Sti Ferome; who, in his Hundred and Thirty 
Fwo-Epiftle dire&ted to Virals, makes Mention 
of.a\Boy, of Ten Years of Age, impregnating his 
Norfe ; and forthe Verity of the Fa&, he takes 
GOD: to Witnefsy he did not lie... Audivi, Do-« 
ming tefte non.mentior:. quadam muliercula, cum 
expofitum matriret-infant em, © inflillaret cibos ao 
nutricis officto fungeretur 5 ‘eubarerque cunt ea pat~ 
vulus qui ufque ad decimum jam pervenerat annum 
aicidlit, ut plus quam. are, patitur, fe mero in- 
gugitaret, accenjaque lilidine obfc anis motibus ad 
cont duceret: tnfantem, prima, ebrietas, alterius 
; ‘enitis & caterarum deinceps fectt confuerudi nent.nec: 
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dum duo menfes fuerant evol 


‘And to thefe we havea Story of the like Na- 
ture, related én Glofja Canonis quod Intra, Caufa. 
20. Quaft. 1. ofa Boy of Nine “Years of Age, 
who got his Nur Child. De guodam pue- 

venti, que : ‘nam gravidavit. And 
w a Girl with Child 
, who. was delivered 


eos Le eae Ae KD 
in the ninth Year of her Agi 


‘anatis nono gravidam, qua i 
And‘of this Kind, is that ‘wt 


the Kingdom of Naples. And the fame Author, 
Lib. 6. de Matrimonio, Num, 37. quotes Lira- 


Age have begotten Children; and of a Girl, 
who il thi did” be lds Sovthat 1¢ | 
probable, or.at leaft, po 1¢. ‘has’ conceived 


he 5 
pe PS 


in, the eighth.:: Diy) i igs? tee whee | He SEE 


_ plurima.ex variis Atithoribus exempla, puerornm,qui none 


anno, decimo, -: 
frono anno.pepelit, Ai 


To. 
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©. To thefe we may add, whi 
epiutle to Gomarus. 
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Gafcony, fo that the Chil at then ig- 
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In, Civitate é Leétoratenft _ Noven populania; - ait, * puer 
minor annorum duodecim, genuit ex puella confobrina fua, 


5 : h ot 


omy 


i sian * : Caen hie eae shi ss teehee ts y Pe ) ; age 3 
que ‘nondum decimum expleverat ; rem notam narto,eticu 
jusadhuc memoria recens eft in Aquitanis. Pater ipfe hoc. 
de fe patri meo teftatus eft quod alioqui ne pueri quidem ig- 
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norabant, . 3 it ose 
“ Bufbequius, in his Defcription of Colchis an Afia+ 
tick Country now called Mengrelia, tells us, That 
the Daughters there are for the moft part Mothers 
in the Tenth Year of their Age? But if this feems 
not only wonderful, but incredible ; then they: are 
ready to fhow their Children, who {carcely ex- 
ceed: the Bignefs of a large Frog, to any ‘who 
Gelite i Siphe of ther, ye tha ent 
_ Vid. Busbequinm. in’ Colchidis defcriptione. Epift. 3. Pag, 
207. Oftenduntur, ait, plereeque matres anno etatis decimo. 
Quod cum mirere neque'propter corporis parvitatem credas, 
juffee infantem proferunt grandi rana haud multo majorem.  * 
erie .AOTaO rte RN tee sb adh sally: Baws © 
“5 Facobus a Partibus in: his Commentaries. spon. 
‘Avicenna, Trait. 1. Cap. 02. afferts; Phat’ 12 abfe 

fee a Girl of Tournay, of: 


: e Years of “Age who 
was.a Mother : So that it’s poffible, fhe might 
have conceived when the was Eight, Pxellzm, no- 
vem annorum peperiffe Tornact vidi. Savanoroa 


And one Syhuius, 
the Menjtrual Fl 
firft Phyfician to F 
Face tell him, ‘That he d 
Years of Age impregnated. 
" Vid. sylv. Comment. de Menf. Mulier, Puellam novem 
annorum utero geftaffe a fe vifam fenior Medicus Franci/ce 
Regis Foannes Capella undequaque doctiflimus mihi coram 
affirmavit. Ane ath ah A tt 


it 


Commentaries about 
s, That John Capella, 
of France, a Man 
openly and Face to 

e a Child of Nine 
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And Lambert Danaus, in his Echicks, acquaints 
us, That fobn Fochfus had pablifhed fome while 
fince, that. a Girl of Nine Years of Age, had 
brought forrh a Child; and that a Boy of the 
fame Years had got his Nurie with Child. 
Wid. Lambert: Danei, Lib. 2. Cap. 14. Ethices, Jampri<, 
dém {criptum eft a Joanne Fochfio puellam novem annorum 
pone & puerum novem annorun: nutricem, imprege 
Ahaffe. ahh We PS: 


_ And Pareus,in bis Treatife of Renuneiations 5 
tells us, That. fobertus had publifhed, chat, in a. 
City of Gafcony called Lettoria, a Woman of 
Nine Years of Age was brought to Bed, who.was 
yet alive, called Foenna de Pere, and married to” 

Viilius Bechey Colletor of the Money-Fines in the 
Bt Beene —” ~~ Borroughs 


Pe ~ od 


- -varramunicipii Colle@ori. 
ys tae tae 


Borroughs and Corporations belonging to the 
‘King of Navar. Er ee ae 


That he knew. at 


i ie ee | 
| 2 it Va/conid foeminam 

@, adhuc fuperftes vivit, no- 
Be . 


__Scriptum prodidit Sobersus,. Le 
anno <tatis nono peperiffe,. a 
mine Joanna de Perie, ‘nupta 


pe muletarum Regis Nong 


hs ee 
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us, Writes, 
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Craterus, Brother to King niga 


knew a Man, who, in the Space of Se-_ 
ven Years, was a Chil 
Man ; and having matrie 


a Child, died, 
- Vid. Phlegon. de Mirabilibus, Craterus, Antigoni Regis fra- . 
ter, noviffe fe {cribit quendam hominem, qui {patio fepten-_ 
nll, & puer fuerat, & adolefcens, & vir fenex ; &uxorem 
ducens, progenerata prole mortuus eft. omy 


» 2 Boy, and anold 
da Wife, and begotten 
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~ But what I am now to relate, will appear more. 
ftrange and wonderful, from the Authority of 

Mandeflo or Mandelfo, born in . the. Country of 
Meckleburg in Lower-Saxony, who is univerfally 
e{teemed to be an Author of great Veracity s upon 
whom fo great a:Maw and: worthy: of -all Praifes, 
as Olivarinus, makes Panegyricks,. he relates-in: his 

Travels to the Lndies, that the Indians, both Male 
and Female, are much fooner fit for Generation 
than any other Nation: So that all of them, | 
when they are Ter or Twelve Years old, are in 
their Vigour for Procreation. Aud tothis Purpofe 
he narrates a Storie, which he had received fron 
grave and reverend Men, being fatisfied of the 

Truth of the Matter of Fa& ftom their Teftimo- 


nies ; That, in the Reign of Schak Choram, Em- 


peror 
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~ Vid. Mandefloin {uo in Indiam Itinere, P. 212. quinatrat 


cantur porro Rasbute, milites quidam audaciffimi, quos fti~ 
pendiis fuis Reges nutriunt, | ) ‘ | 


We havea common Proverb, that Travellers 
‘take a Licence or Privilege to lie, Bur in the present 
‘Cafe, the Matters of Fa& are fo circumftantiared, 
that there is no Reafon to doubr the Truth, of the 
fame. ‘Since they were fully and pertectly knowa 
to the Emperor, and to the whole Court; and. 
this remarkable Event, happening in one of the 
greateft Cities of the World, affords ‘a new Rea- 
fon to give Credit to the Story ; efpecially if we 

i | Pee confider, 
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-confider, what he fays in another. Place, * that’ 
“the Inhabitants of Yava “marry their Children in 
Eight, Nine or Ten Years of Age 


fge. From which it 


oem. seer N a eae ey be RUDY woes ERR ek a aT 
is evident, that arall chofe Times they are capa- 
bic.ge Pedgkearionth eee ig amb saa? 
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Vid Mandeflo, Pag.34te 4) 
Ben! TR ME Ne hs Mt UD | 
And what I have narrated, in Relation to Chil- 
drén their begetring Children, will not appear to 
be fo ftrange, if we confider the Antediluvian’ 
World; where fome of the primitive Fathers 
-were upwards of One Hundred and Eighty Years 
before they begat any Children and the young-_ 
“eft of them we read of, was Sixty ‘five before -e- 
‘ver we hear any Thing of his Procreation. I 
fhall except from this the firft. Man Adam, who 
-was the Son of GOD; and that fome lived nigh 
to a Thoufand Yeats begetting Sons and Daugh= 
ters : And as the Men were naturally (atid confe- | 
quently, without any Miracle) fic for Generation 
at fo-great an Age, we may reafonably conceive, 
the Women did partake of the fame Fecundity, 
and did bear Children for fundry Centuries ; which 
would be more aftonifhing now, than a Child's” 
pia born in the Sixth Year of the Mothet’s - 
ge. | . | o ae 
~ Lknow it has been objected, that, from firch 
Inftances as I have here narrated, Occafion of Sin 
and Scandal is given to Children; But the Mo- 
ral of ic isthe very Reverfe ; fince it contains an 
Inftruction; to Parents, Tutors, Curators and O- 
thers, who haye the InfpeGtion of young — 
| oth. 


43 \ bet Amc! Bes 
both Sexes, to ep: 
a faye Wi ony 
98. Tt very naturally follows, that, on this 


Head, I fhould take Occafion to write about the 
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particular Time, i which both Males and Fe- 
males arrive, at foone y a Firnefs for Generatt- 
on : But that depending on fo many ‘various Acct- 


dents, and divers and - different Climates, 
a innumerable various onftitutions, it 1s a 
Subject, that is not liable, in every particular In- 


ftance to.be circumferibed by Human Laws 5 tho’. 


generally fpeaking, the uftal Rules and Meafures 
are and ought to be the ordinary Standard in Af- 
fairs of this Nature. And in Confequence of this, 
Fuftinian, in his Inftitutions, has determined, that 
Malcs generally {peaking atrive to ripe Age in 
Fourteen, and Females in Twelve ; which . Solon 
(i) the Ancient Athenian Lawyer,had long before 
promulgated as to the Maturity of both Sexes 7 
the Fourteenth Year of their Age, dividing the va- 
rious Periods of Man’s Life by Septenary Numbers. 
‘The firft is Infancy, in which they breed the 
‘moft Part of their Tecth; thof that are called the’ 
Wifdom Teeth feldom or nevet appearing till Man- 
bood. The fecond. Period is from. Seven to Four 
teen, at which Time they ate {uppofed to be ripe 
for Precreation ; the Males according to the Ci-* 
vil Law in Fourteen,and the Females at Twelvesand 
they are then called Puberes by the Latines, and’ 
‘Eonpee by theGrecki, = Lane 
But with Solon, Aippocrate, €25) Empedocles, (3): 


Gerachitus, (4) Philo the Few, (5) Varrothe Gre- 
Weg aes F 3 Ag tick, 


oe 


feparate them from too much Fa- 
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tick, (6) The Generaliry : of Philofophers, and the 
grearcit Part of the Stoicks : do-agree 4 and this : 
fecond Stage nBns expaiver om yl popes Adveni= : 
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* Gk ike mic. ere 
ificio. (2) Vid. Pilon, loc: 

| de Die Natali. Cap. 14. (4) 
Vid. Plutarch. de Placitis Philofoph. Lib. 5. Cap. 24. G) 
Vid. Philon.fapra, (6) Vid. Ce rin. Cap. 14. Tom, II. 


repay 


And, from what is already premifed, we may 
eafily conclude, that the legitimate Time for 
Maturity cannot exactly be defined, which is in 
fome fooner, and latter in others, from fundry_ 
Reafons which either retard or accelerate the 
fame: And thefe are commonly taken from the 
Variety of Climates, as they ly remote or nigh 
to the Sun, cold or hot, moift or dry ; or from 
the Diverfiry of Temperaments in Mankind ; or - 
from the Difference of Meats and Drinks as ta 
their Salubrity ; or from the Bignefs or Smalnefs 
of the Perfons, %¢, So that on this laft Head, 
our, Ancient Scots, inhabiting the Highlands on 
the Weft and North Parts of North Britain, have 
a Common Proverb, relating to the Fair Sex-in 
Affairs of this Nature; That, ¢f they be big enough, 
they are old enough , and if they be old enough they. 
are big enough ; without eftimating their Matu-_ 
rity.in the one Cafe from the Number of Years . 
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And with Relation tothe Males, the Ancient . 
Philofophers.feem to have been-of ‘Opinion, that 
their Maturity. did not fo much depend upon — 


Cts 


ai 
/ 


/ 


their Bo- : 


Temperaments ; fo that 
ohad fixed and prefctibed 
he Ripenefs of Males and Fe- 
“males, as above narrated, acknowledges, that 
the Ancients had differe iments about that 
Matter concerning the . who fays, Puber- 
tatem veteres quidem non. x annis, fed etiam 
ex babitu corporis in mafculis aftimare volebant. 
And 1f there be any Reafon, to allow this to the 
Males ; it alfo will be of as great Force and Vali- 
dity to the Females : For there can be no Reafon 
affigned for granting the fame to the-one Sex, and 
denying it to the other. : 
, And all this appears to me to be very much 
‘confirmed, from the Diverfiry of Opinions among 
‘the learned, in many Ages,concerning thofe Years 
called the Anni Pubertatis ; about which, | refer 
the Reader to Bochart, in the forecited Place, 
where he will find, that the Generality of the 
Fews, fromthe Teltimony of Maimonides and 
Baal Aruch, two famous Rebbies among{t them, 
do plainly differ in their Calculations of this Mat- 
ter from the Fuftinian Rules ; as doth alfo Theo- 
critus, who calls dvuBo, he e. Impuberes, qui 
fant Sed:nalds © ndlelepm, qui duodennes, vel in-— 
feriores funt.. To which, if you add, what | 
‘have formerly related from Solon, Mandeflo, and 
others; all that I have faid upon this Head will 
be much more plain. : | 
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29: If fome Men, by Virtue of ie 


Lite of Man was very much fhortned 


at had been before in the Antediluyian World, for 
- fundry natural Reatons deducible from the Hifto- 


ry of the Flood) have been: fo vi 
get Children to an Hundred ; 
upwards: And fome Wom 
thy, as to bear Children, 
the Qva in them for fo lo 
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ty Teins old. bole Oi 

blifh with aac, whom § 
ar this fer Time in the ne. 
being Ninety and Nine 
mife of a Son was made 
the 1{t Verfe of the 17th 


my Covenant : will I efta- 
ah fhall bear unto. thee 

Year. And Abrabam  . 
ears old, when the Pro- 
him, as is plain from 
h Chap. of Genef. he be- 
oved to be one Hundred, when I/aac was born ; 

evident from the a1ft Chap. of 

Me y the By, 1 can- 
fords of the Texr, . 
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Children by Kerurah : And_to offer a Phyfical 
Account) of the Method and Manner, how the 


Miracle was wrought, is to afftont Human Un- ° 


ed by Divine Wifdom, haye been in a Way of 


Ends, that they feemed:rather'to | contradi@ the 
Defigns, than to. produce the Effeéts for which 
they were intended. And all thefe Miracles were 
er after this Manner, in order) to eftablith out 

n GOD allenarly , \as is. 


. 


iN * 


d ( kthan, end 
Mhbals, ‘and, Shuah, 


Abraham's begetting Ub>mael, or in his begetting 


mani: 


ale, take 


‘ Webs y i 
§ mw ise ane 
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manifeft from t 
the Hebrews. Now, for Confirmarton of this,. 
rhefe four Inftances (wo from the Old, and as 
many fromthe New Teft hs 


__ a 


jemonftate, that the Me 


he 11th Chapter of the Epiftleto 


nt). are fufficient, to | 
‘ans had no natural E- — 


nergy to produce the Fvents that happened: As 
is plain,ftom Mofes {peaking to the dry Rock, to” 


furnifh-the J/raelites in the Wildernefs with Wa- 


ter ; the throwing down of the Walls of Fericho, 


with the blowing of Rams Horns, and compaf- 


fing ic for feven Days,. and by the fhouting of the: a 


People of J/rael ; our Savicut’s curing of the Man 


in the Gofpel, that was born blind, by the Ap- 


plication of Clay and Spittle to his Eyes ; and his: 
feeding of fo many Thoufands of Men, Women 


and Children, with a few Loaves and Fifhes, at. 


fundry Times, the'Penury of the Provifions ten- 
ding, after fafting fo long, to occafion in them a 


Fear of ftarving, rather than any Hopes of being 


fatiated with Food. ‘And as for the Man, that: 


S 


was born blind, the Application of Clayand | 


Spittle was more adapted to obftruct than procure 
the Cure. From all which -1t’s evident (tho’ 
(rteaporintee accomplifh all it’s Defigns with 
or without Means, tho’ thefe fhould appear to 


Human Underftanding to he moft unfit and im- 


proper for obtaining the Ends of Providence) {0, 
that accounting for Miracles from natural Powers, 
is arrogant and unreafonable ; which isa Crime 


that fiundry Divines, Phyficians and Philofophets, 


have been too frequently guilty of, And as 
-GOD’s making Use of Means in working of ap 


Liane: 


racles may teach us,that every Thing in HisHand ' 
can produce even contrary effets to their particu- 
lar Naturcs,according to His Purpofe : So GOD’s 
| ufing them fometimes, when he performed Mi- } 
racles, tends to inftru& -and edifie us, that are 


His Creatures,who can do nothing without Means, 
to make Ufe of all the Meafures of His Appoint-- 
ment, in Subfetviency to al] our Natural, Civil, 
and Kelzgious Concerns. And feeing we are not’ 
born with the Knowledge of thefe, GO D has en=. 
-dowed us with Faculties, and furnifhed us with 
proper Helps, to. enable Men and Women in. 
their refpe€tive and relative Stations (if they be 
not wanting to themfelves) to attain in all thefe” 
Refpects, a fuirable Knowledge to qualifie them 
for His Own Glory, and to fit them for all the” 
Defigns He had in the Creation of Mankind... 
I fhall leave this, and proceed to give further: 
Teftimonies of the Fitnefs of fome old Men for 
Generation ;°And J fhall begin with Pliny, the 
Elder, who in the14. Chap. of the Seventh: 
- Book of his Natural Hiftory, gives us the following 
_ Accounts, which Pdefire the Reader for Breviry’s 
' Sake 'to'take in hisown Words. Mafiniflam Re- 
gem poft ottogefimum fextum annum generaffe filium 
quem Methimathmum appellaverit, clarum eft > 
Catonem Cenforium  offogefimo exatto, ¢ filia Sa- 
lonij clientis fui. Qua de cauffy aliorum ejus libe-: 

— vorum propago, Liciniant fant cognominati , bi Sa- 
loniani, ex quibus Uticenfis fust nuper etiam. Ta. 
Volufio Saturnino in urbis prafeftura extinfo, no 
_ Pum of Cornelia, Scipionum gentis Volufium Sas) 
y Sonal ‘  furninum 
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-begot'a Child upon his Wife who was of the beft | 


firus,Phyfician and Philofopher at Padua, having 
loft 4. Sons when he was 70,2nd afterwards marry- 


primogenitum Antonium, dottrina infwlis utriu{que 
juris cenfure vidit. de-more ab ejus praceptoribus 
decorari. Wieronymum vero ipfemer pbilofophi- 


te manibus exornavt 
mis tenerrime exofeutatus eff. Pofihac autem non 
diu fupervixit, annos natus nonaginta quatuor. 
_ And Levinus Lemnius, in Lib. 4. Cap. 24. de 
Ocultis. Natura Miraculis, fays, Vhat Cee are 
ay As ome 


\ 


nd continue to perform due Ben 
ly’even to that: Time ; of which 
amples are.furnifhe ie Brabande 
Gothlanders and Swedes. We did hear a Caprain 
of a Ship, worthy of Credit, relating a) Story 
which fell out when he was managing his Mercan- 
tile Affairs at Stockholm, in the: Time: of Gafta- 
vas King of Sweden, Father to Ericus, who is now 
upon the Throne,’ that. he, by the King’s Com- 
mand,- was prefent at: the Marriage of. a‘Man of 
an hundred Years old, to a Bride of: Thirty; by 
whom he had afterwards many. Children, and 
this he related as'aThing of unqueftionableT ruth, 
The Swede being'a Man of fo! vigorous and green 
old Age (as there are a great! many in that:Coun- 
try) that he hardly appeared'to be full Fitry. 
Among the Tongers, and alfo in’ the Champaign 
Brabant,where trom the Clemency of the: Air,the 
Temperance and Frugality ‘of the People, *tis nor 
a Thing unheard of but moft common, for Men 
of Eighty Years-of Age, ro take Virgins that are. 
not old into Marriage,and to beget’*Children with 
them. Sunt nonnulli robufti validique fenes, qui= 
bus adole{centia continenter, atque moderate tran+ 
fata oftqui ad feptuageimum annum fecundi funt, 
&F in peragendo concubitn viriliter fubfifiunt,quorum 
multa exempla Brabanti, Gothi, & Sueci (upped 
| tant. Sic enarrantem audivinus Nauclerum:. quen- 
dam fide dignum, dum Stockholmix negotiaretur 
5 ae tmperante 


imperante Gultavo patre invitlifimi Regis Sueciz 
Erici, qui nunc rerum potitur ,[e accity Regis ins 
terfuifle nuptits viri cujufdam, annorum centum, qui 
in matrimonium afciverat triginta annorunt fpons 
far, ex qué complures illum fujtulife liberos indubi- 
tata fide memorabat. Evat enim vir (ut funt in 
ea Regione plurimi) adeo cruda viridique fene&a, 
ut vix impleviffe annum quinquagefimum videretur, 
Apud Tongros quoque & in Campania Brabanti- 
ca, ubi aerts clementta, F gens temperans, & fine 
galis, inauditum non eft, fed propemodum vulgare, 
ottoginta annorum viros, virgines non admodum an- 
no[as, in conjugii focietatem afcifcere, atque ex tts 
proles excitare, rey | 
And fome Years ago, I remember, that Do- 
&or Foord, happening to encounter an old Man, 
travelling upon the Road in the North of Eyg- 
land; and the old Man’s Houfe being fituare 
nigh the high Way, in pafling by, he’ obliged 
the Doétor to go in to his Farily,and take fome 
Refrefhment:; and when he came into the Lod- 
ging, he efpied a much elder Man, as he thought, . 
who was onlyFourfcore andSix,whom at firft View, 
he fuppofed ro have been this old Man’s Father : 
But purting the Queftion, the old Man told bim, 
that he was only his eldeft Son, and that. there 
was Twenty Four Years of Difference betwixt 
their Ages. So that the old Man behoved then 
to be One Hundred and Ten, when the Door 
did fee his Wife giving Suck to his Child of Six. 
Months old ; And tho’ he was fo many Years el- 
der, as I have already faid ; yet he appeared” 3 
: | : tHe 


ea 
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And within thefe few Yeats, J 


ek i oie, my ae | ae, 
_ the Doétor to be Thirty Years younger than. his 


Son, and much more vigorous. 


Gla/gom, 


the Chaftity and Virtue of the Women in nag 


narrated with Relation to his Wives, is fufficient 


Confutation. % 


30. Now it’s high Time, that I fhould fulfil” 
my Promife, by giving Inftances of fome Wo- 
men, who have born Children long after the u- 
{ual Time, from Fifty to Seventy Years. So 
that this demonftrates cur Natures to be very va> 
ricus : And as fome Children have been Mothers 
very foon, and far before the ordinary Time ; fo 
fome Women, who haye confiderably paffed the 
Date, are more remote from the ufual Courfé of | 

) . oh Ne Nature, 


. Lee | c 
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Nature, by Way of Potty: 


| hig ftpofition,than the young? _ 


Anticipation : For, add Twenty Years of Poft= 
-Pofitions to the Six Years of Anticipation, which 

is the youngelt I have given or can give 3 it ap- 
pears the moft ufual Thing in Nature, for her. 
then to have been a Mother in any Part of the 


habitable Fatth, 2 ey a ame . 
_ I hall forbear to trouble the Reader with Ine 
ftances of Women’s bearing when they are Fif+ 
ty One or Fifty two, thefe being much more 
Arequent than thofe that are more remote 3 and 
fhall proceed to give one of Fifty Three.or Fif- 
ty Four. There was one Joby Bane, a Weaver 
at Lrvin, whofe Wife was brought to Bed in one 
of thefe Tio laft Years 3a Thing -notour to the 
Generality of old People there. This’ Story 1 
had confirm’d from the late Fames Boyle of Mont- 
Somerieftoun, Efquire, my Uncle-in-law, who for’ 
along Time had been Provoft of that Burrough : 
And IT was confirmed in the Truth of this, from 
the Teftimory my Father and Mother gave 
ey the fame, “as confifting with their Know- - 
cde, a n Heels eg 
Ihave heard of fundry others, in this Couns 
tty, who have been mote remote from the Dare -. 
(a8 they call ir) for fundry Years, than this that 

ave now narrated: Bur the Circumftances of 
fuch, in a’great Meafure, efcaping my Memorys - 
and meeting alfo with fundry Difappointments 
from fome, who had Letters fent them on this 
Subject, without fo much as favouring them 
i ve aoe Ne with 
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» ftick Inftances ; but fhall proceed eS fuch as. we 
have’ oe Record i in Mest ional and Natural Hi- 
1g an 


| Maffa. hy cian oA iV 

Ks oft ey aay oF Qt lit ty wiht ¢, who, % 
fhe had been Fifteen Months with’ Child, 
bear a Girl in the Sixtieth Year of her ay to 
her Husband, a noble Venetian, \in the Seventieth 
of his. The Female Infant wanted, ~when borny, 
Eyes and Hands, and lived Five “Months. The | 
fame Author, who writes this Hiftory, acquaints. 
us, that all the elder Phyficians were of the fame 
Sentiments with him, thatthe Lady had been all: 
the Fifteen Months with Child, from a Reafon. 
contained in the Authority adduced, which the, 
Reader will eafily perceive ftom his own Words, 
which are as followerh. 


~ Vid. Nicol. Maff: Epift.29.Tom.22 Vidi ego in nDbilif-s 
fima hac (Veneta) urbe, dum effem j juvenis, ‘nobiliffimam. 
Matronam, fexaginta fere annos natam, cum ejus clariflimo 
viro conjuge, qui & ipfe fenex fere feptuaginta annorum e- 
-yat, Cui clariffimze mulieri ipfi Medelam preeftabam,j udica-' 
oe ee eam aquaintercutem, feu hydrope afcite labora-_ 
Jacebat quidem inledulo, tumido admodum ventre, 
me dejectione appetittis, fiti, & aliis ftomachi accidenti- 
bus;. cumqueita im fecundo fenio effet, nemo ex confan- 
guineis ejus, nec ego fufpicabar ipfam concepifie, ‘Fandein | 
quinto decimo menfe puellam peperit, orbatam. oculis é 
truncam manibus, que vixit quinque menfibus: & quoniam - 
res mirabilis erat, quefitum fuit de tempore, que fimulin 
amplexu & coitu fuerant,erantque quindecim menfes. Qua- 
ré ceteri feniores Medici, & ego, illam pert totum illud tem= 
pus geftatte i in utere diximus, 
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om Cardanus, who relates; 


. The Next thall be ft 


Thar Albertus bad feen a Woman in Germany, 

whofe Firftboth Son:was Fourty Years elder'than © 
the youngeft: So that he wa’ of Opinion, that 
Women may,fometimes bring forth Children ac 


the Sixticth Year of their Age. 
| -Wid. Cardan: de Varietat. Lib: 8. Cap. 43: Albertus vi- 


diffe fe refert mulierem in Germama, Cujus primogenitus 
altimum quadraginta annis fuperabat. » Fieri poteft, quan- 
doquidem ad. fexagefimum ufque parere poteftmulier. 
Pliny the Elder tells us, that it was notour, that: 
Cornelia, defcended of the Race of the Sczpzo’s, was 
delivered of Volufius Saturninus, who was Conful, 
after fhe had. paffed the Sixty’ Two Y car.of her 
Age. pea ‘ ; 3 ‘sh i i sat eT ; 
-< Vids Plini Secund. Hift. Nat. Lib. 7. C. 14. Notam eft 
Cornelid Scipionum gentis, Volufium Saturninum, qui fuit Con- 
ful, genitum poft fexagefimum fecundum annum. 


* Tfhall add another Inftance of a Poftpofirion 
‘much more remote than any of the former, from 
a famous Phyfician of Mompelier’ Valefcus de La- 
yanta, who declares, thar he did fee. a \Wotnan 
lying in of a Child in the Sixty Seven Year of 
Ker Age, haying born others in the Sixty and 
REET cg UTI POR GENOA st | 
Wid. Valef: de Taran. Lib. 6, Cap. 12. Operis fui Philonit 
didi. Vidi mulierem bone habitudinis que, poft fexagefi~ 
mum annum habens menftrua concepit & peperit filiam, & 
cohtinentet habuit duos'filios, & erat in fexagefimo feptimo 
anno quando habuit ultimum filum, erat autem foemina car= 
nofa & mufculofa & fortis, Pa flake 


he 


I thall not init further on this Head, tho’ I 
doube not, but a vaft- many other Inflanees, of 
various Poftpofitions to the ufual: Time of Wo- 
men’s bearing Children might be found, it i had 
Time and Leifuré to accomplifh® the fame 5 but 
what | have faid,is fufficient for fo fhort an Effay. 
So leaving this Subie@, a Ae MES! 
* 3r. I thall now procéed to give .che- Reader 2 
fhort Account of the Singularities. relaring to, the. 
Old Lady Arnot (whofe Maiden-Name_ was. 

— Anne Brown) whicly furnifhes us, with a Story,in. 
my Opinion, much more remarkable than char 
of Children being born alive in the. ‘Jatter End.of 
the fifth Solar Month; and their living afterwards » 

‘to a confiderable Number of Years.. For fle, in 
the Thirtieth Year of het Age, falling blind, cen- 
tinued inthat Condition tothe Sixtierh; at which 

Time fhe-recovered her Sight to fuch a Degree ft 
Perfection. that wirhout the Affiftance of Glaffes, 
fhe was able to perform the: finelt- nie 8s 

3 ‘ and | 
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eft Prints with a greater Eafe 


_o8 I cannot omit from the. Affinity of the Mat-. 
tet'to relate’ a’Story, ftom Valefeus de Taranta, 
of an old Woman’s renewing her Age, and be- 
‘coming young again, to..wit, the Priorefs of a 
‘certain’ Nunnery, not being’after the Cuftom of. 
‘Women for a long Time, by Reafon of old Age; 
and, upon the fame’Account, the Crown of the 
‘Head, as is ufual to orkers of the like Years, was 
full of Gray “Hairs, having alfo loft all her 
Grinders, or ‘moft Part of them falling out of 
PAY G 3 their 


ee Hiatt to Fay t sata | 
; ape the ey-came to be rene Tee ‘grew, 
‘were perfectly black, and her Chaft | ecth ven 
réftored to her. in. the Manner’ we’ obferve. thém 
‘produced 3 in Infants : ; and zhofe' again: return’d to 
he" in-as great P enty, as that which young Wa- 
‘men afé accuftomed to have , her Breafts, as’ in 
Virgins, were elevated, hard’ and” round, the 
‘Wrinkles difappeared, her Face became beautiful, 

in fo much that this ‘Nua and Priore was refpec- 
ted ‘and ‘ reverene’d,, living a tigi Life for a 
long’ time thereafters: MA Sperturrs rsne 


Vid. Valefc. de Tarant. Lib, 6. Cap. 32, de Gur. “Morb. aa 
quodam monafterio, in loco qui dicitur “Monuerus, fuit que- 
dam Prioriffa, cui per’ multtiim tempus ropter fenectutem 
defecerunt; mentftrua, éotempeftivi a tunt in vertice cani, 
-& omnes fere excidere molares.:: uberum. vero parum. aut 
nullum apparebat yeltigium, & ruge in facie profundifime 
apparebant.  Faétum eft itaque, ut quicquid de capillis’ & 
pilis oriebatur & erefcébat, totum nigrum pullularet:é¢ exi- 
bant’ dentes molares; ? “ficat mos eft in infantibus fieri 5 fic 
etiam oriebantur menftrua, ac. ut in juvenculis abundante : 
fluebant.. Mamille vero velut in yirginibus elevate fuerunt | 
& montuofe: ruge evanuerunt, & facies pulchrai in tantum, 
‘quod ila honetta -&relipiofa verecundebatur; & vixit ‘per 
multum tempus in religiofa: vita, & hoc fet itquafi nyfeaunt 
raroy contingens. foAl ve ho eis ox is Fa 
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would gladly nadadiage show they came to.that 


cc Healt _ Affaratices 7 


‘ 


4 
; 


ry VAN oie Boi) eC Ke, ve. le 
2 . tas i om at by feat’ ala mi 
t i “ah mars f aye an 
, : iat rn 
A nt We Yang a 
4 Set a) el malian ae a y 
. } He nee ue m UNM: esa 
, onan } ie . ]. i Be 
- Ng 
Rin t F rf 
i 


‘Affu 


ner 
Hee 5 
ies 


rance ; the Determination of Impoffibilicies 
human Underftanding can prefume to aflume it, — 
thefe being only known to Infinite Wifdom, And. 
now fecing it’s plain, that there are no fix’d or 
‘ftated Rules in Nature known tous, by: which 
‘we may precifely conclude the firft and laft Pofti- 
bilities of the Exiftence of Things by Vertue of © 
‘natural Powers ; we ought to be very cautious 
‘as to our Determinations of the Impoflibility of 
‘them, thefe depending upon natural Agents of 
whofe Operations we are nor fully appris’d. And 
‘tho’ we cannot account for the fame, there is no- 
-Reafon for our having Recourfe to a Miracle, un- 
Jefe we look upon'our own Underftandings ‘to be 
the Standard of all that is to be acquir’d in Nature, 
which neverthelefs would! be but infufficient; 
there’being Myfterics as well in it as in Religion, 
‘of which GOD has thought firto deny human 
Underftanding the Comprehenfion,thar He might 
-demonftrate to us\His Infinire Wifdom as wellin 
+heWork of Creation;as His Infinite Love,Power, 
and: Wifdom, ‘in'the Work of Redemption. But 
in the prefent Cafe we haveno Ground at all to 
“any fuch Pretence, fince 1 prefume to have in 
qome Meafure rationally accounted for the Ap- 
“‘pearances from the Principles‘of Nature, to 
“which Miracles, being the Effe&ts of divine 
ps Supernatural Power, are in no Ways fubjec- 
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putes the Number of Souls in the Univeric to be 
Br hiccéehi bse lice, Three Hundred and Eighty 
Five Millions ; and the Animaleula in the Milt 
of a large Cod ro One Hundred and Fifty Thou: 
fand Millions : So that it is plain to a Demon- 
ftration, according to his Calculation, that thefe 
exceed thofe more than Ten Times in Number. 
‘As for the Method and Manner of Probation, 1 
refer the Reader to the Letter, where he will al» 
fo find fundry Obfervations about the Animalcu-— 
Ja in the Seed of a Pike, of a Dog, Hare and a 
‘Cock: In the lat of which, the Seed, to. the 
Bulk of a Grain of Sand, contains, according to 
Ais Calculation, Fifty Thoufand Animals; and 
inthe Milts: ofthe Cod and: Pike, in the fame 
Bulk, Fen Thoufand, Shee agai 
. Andthe forefaid Monfieur Leeuwenhoeck, in 
fiandry other Letters to the Royal Society, in- 
forms us, that. by the Help. of exquifite Micro- 
feopes; in which he has been very well imitated 
oby Mr. - Melling s she had. detected innumerable 
fmall Animalsinthe Mafculine Sperm; and io 
one of them he acquaints the Members, he had 
_obferv’d incredible Numbers ofthe Animalcula 
gn the Tefticles of Frogs, fo flender as not to ex- 
‘ceed the Thoufand Part of a fiegle Hatr, witha 
‘Head proportionably larger than. the reft of their 
Body, all varioufly moving to and fro: And 
that he had found the fame indefinite Numbers of 
 Animaleula in the Tefticles of all. Animals, which 
he had infpected. From, this Difcovery ir is 
plain, that-no Aura Seminalis, or Influx of ative 
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is contained in the. Baggs, gives the fame Influence 
| . eb Berto 
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in his Reig hil eons publith’d, has given’ us'a 
great many Helps for th 


making a greater Progrefs on his Foundations. 
From the fameInfluence of the Air in the Follé« 
culus Aévis,as‘above-mentioned, the Whites ate. 
prefs’ into the Bill of the Chick, which is ‘mia- 
nifelt and evident'from the fame Liquor being’ 
found in the Gizzards of them immediately after 
they are hatch’d'} andar the fame Time they re 
ceive a: convenient’ Food fron’ the Yolk of the 
Boo, by the Ramifications of the Extremities of — 
the Umbilical Veim,ehat convoy the thinneft- Fluid: 
coritain’d in that’ Bagg to the great’ Trunk of the 
Umbilical Veffel, to-the further Increafe of the 
Pullus, the orofier Part of the V7zellus being ex. 
cern’d with the Chick at the ‘Time of hatching. — 
I think fir at this Time alfo to obferve, ert 
SR Seay ’ lutas 
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| Fluids of the Whites are. ioe ; foun i in. ae the I 
— gluvies (commonly call'd by u us, the Crap) and! 
in the proper Stomach of the Ck ick ; fothefame 


oi Liquor is to be feen in the Stomachs of Infants ; at 
the Time of their Births, with ‘that in which 


they fwim , and their Nourifhment by 
pilical Veffels, admits of no Doubt after fo many 
Anatomical Difcoveries, that have put the Ques 
ftion beyond all Contradiftion, 9 
And tho’ I do affert, that the Influence of the. | 
Air is fuch in ‘the bringing forth of Chicks, as’ 
Refpiration docsin Animals that have the. com> 
mon Ufe of the free. Air; néveithelefs, Ido 
not take upon’ me to: determine, whether the 
- Air has immediate Accefs from the Lungs 
of the -Azimals into — thes) Fluids © that - cits, 
a in the »Pulminary Veffelss, 9.9 
T have little or nothing to‘add-to what-E have | 
‘area faid aboutthe Ova, but that, all Female - 
Animals are obferv'd to havethem; and to thefe- 
} fhall enly fibjoin the following “Remarks, As 
for the Ovum’ Muliebre after it arrives at the Ure- 
vus, it flu&uates: in the Cavity of the fame, for 
fome Time, without being in the leat fixed» to | 
any particular Part thereof » And-whilft it conti, _ 
~ nues to have no Connexion, itis only nourifhed 
by the: Fluids in which it fwimes, through the 
pores; of it’s Membranes; till ac: length fome of — 
the Veflels belonging to the Rudiments of \the- 
Placenta, begin to germinate, and afterwards to 
fix their ‘Roots in the little Pipes, or lender — 
sheaths of the Metrix, which detive, from the 
; extreme { 


fe 


extteme Arteries correfponding with them a nutri- 
tious Lymph from the Mother, to be propell’d by 
the frequent Pulfations of the Heart, Vibrations of . 
the maternal Arteries, the Contraction of the Ue- 


ae 


jus, and the Heat of the Vital Fluids, into the 
Pores of the Roots ot Nipples of the Corton, and 
from thence to the exrreme Ramifications of 
the Umbilical Vein, which carry all their Flu- 
ids to the great Trunk, in order to convey the 
fame through the Navel of the Fetus to the Vena 
Porte, and from thence without touching the Liv 
ver by a peculiar Canal tothe Vena cava, which 
with the other returning Fluids, carries it along 
to the Embryo’s Heart, to undergo a new Circu- 
lation both as to the Subjeét, and the Manner of 
it. And by this a fixed ,viral Communication . 
begins to arife betwixt the Mother and the Ferus 
‘contained in the Ovum, which Communication 
does gradually increafe as the Bulk of the Placenta 
Uterina, and the Veflels thereunto belonging are 
inlarged proportionably to the Magnitude of the 
Fetus, vill the Embryo-arrive to perfect Maturity. 
And this cannot appear to ‘be ftrange, when we 
confider, how by the Gravitation and Elafticity — 
of the Azmo/phere, the Moifture-of the Earth is _ 
prefs’d into the Pores of the Roots, and from . 
thence through all the fibrous: Channels of the 
taleft Trees by the Affiftance of the -4ir-vefels, 
that are to be found nor only in ‘all the Parts of 
the Roors, but univerfally over the Trunk, Bran-. 
ches, Buds, Leaves, Flowers, Fruits and Seeds. 
And as GOD has manifefted His infinite < Wif- 


“dom 
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doi in the Produéion of Vegeta 
fo he has given us admirable Pre 


thor of Nature has been pleafed. to appoint: to all 
fublunary and corporeal Things falling under our 
Confideration from the Nature of their refpeCtive * 
Fluids ,, when, we take Notice of them as.to their 
Tenacity and Vifcidity, with Proportion to the~ 
Canals and Impediments they commonly meet - 
with.in their Circulation through the Animal, 
well findDivineWi[dom fabricating their Struétures 
for Prefervation and Propagation, by giving Thefe | 
many Hearts, and as many Lungs ; fo as to coms 
-municate the Fluids from one Heare-and Lung to | 
another, that all Parts of their Bodies may be 
orderly fupply’d with a neceflary Aliment and 
Augmentation agreeable to their sefpective, Na- — 
tures. This Difcovery and many more relating — 
to Animals and Plants we owe to the Admirable — 
Induttry of the Incomparable Maipghius, who un-. — 
~ vail’d the Myfteries of Narure; to fuch a Degree, 
thar he merits the Stile of being its Secretary, ¢-. 
{pecially as to the unfolding the Minima, nature. 
If we {crioufly contemplate the Bulk .of this. 
Farth with irs Diftance from the Planets in their 
Order, and then, from thefe,go te the x dgtats 
$ » that 
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that are fo muchtemoved from us, and take un- 
der our Obfervation the vaft Diftances betwixt 
them,we are naturally led to the Confideratior of _ 
the Immenfity of the Deity, tho’ there be in realiry 


no Proportion betwixt the Creature and the 


Creator, So when we notice the Contrivance and 
Wifdom of that famePower in the leffer Things of 
Nature, we are rationally brought to have reve- 
rent Refleétions.on his Infinite Wifdom 5 which is 
evident in a Mite. And tho’ it appear to our. 
Eyes one of the fmalleft and moft contemptible 
Animals ; neverthelef it has the Parts containing 
and contain’d, requifite for Circulation, Life,Mo- 
tion, Refpirationy Nutrition, . Augmentation; 
Senfation and Generation. To convince us ofthis, 
let one of thefe little Animals be placed upon a 
Piece of black Paper,for the Affiftance of our Eyes, 
ifthe {malle(t Bit of Straw be laid in its Way, 
to fhun thislmpediment, .itwill-alcer its. Courfe. 
From whence *tis demonftrative,’ that it, mutt 
have fomerhing, in Proportion; to its Bulk, equi- 
valent to all the, Organs and Fluids in all Animals, 
that are faid Edom te be more perfec.) bose 

One, by the Help.of;a good.Microfcope, may, . 
in a Drop of Water, in which Pepper has. been, 
infus'd, perceive a vaft Number of. fimall. Ani- . 
maals rapidly moying like Fifhes\ in the Ocean, 
each of them being a-Thoufand ‘Times lefs: than 
the Alize formerly mentioned; and all rhefe 
mutt be intitled to the fame Requifites for their 


Prefervation and Continuetion.. 
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Take any Thing that is mouldy; to the Bulk 
of a Grain of Sand, by the Help of a Magnitying 
Glas, you fhall fee a great Heap of Plants of va~ 
rious Kinds: Some bearing Flowers ; others, 
Seeds; fome, Fruits; and. others withered: 
From whence it is eafy to imagine, how {mall 
the Roots of fuch Plants muft be, thar: convey. 
_ their Juices to every Part; efpecially if we com- 
pare them with the great Trees of the Foreft 
the Oak, Fir and Pine; yet 'they are as perfe@, 
in their Kind, and ptoduce their own Seed and 
Fruits asthe latter. What I have faid relating 
to this, may be eafily apply’d tothe little Ani- | 
mals I have been fpeaking of, who are ficceflive-" 
Jy multiply’d by their Generation, as well as. 
Whales and Elephants. 
Vid. Monficur dela Bruyere’s Characters, 


Tf we narrowly obferve, what has been advané ' 
ced from the Beginning of this Paragrash, and 
add to ‘that, the indefinite Divifion of Matter 
from the finall to leffer Parts s it will not appear 
to be fo Paradoxical, as fome People imagine, to. 
-affert, That all Mankind was in Adam’s Loins at — 
the Time of his Fall. . ‘ | fey 

[thought to have taken under my Confideras 
tion, the little Animals we perceive iti the moft — 
Simple and Homogeneous Liquors, fiich as Wa= — 
ters s and in fome of the Sauces, fuch as Vinegars’ 
How far thefe might have contribured to the De- — 
fign of Generation of the refpeétive Animals _ 
thar make Ufe of them; and if by Bi ee 

ya | . re 
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Ty this, that-at the beginning of my Writing, | 
4a ‘ = H i é defign’d 
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a ‘ me Ht, fas a. 
 defign’d to have had h 


id fome other | 
with mein the Subfcription: 
being requir’d at that time to apy 
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Paw: ‘ DY ha ay Phe a is; 
rer Phyfictaus join’d © 
Buc Mr. Elder 
sar before the © 
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' Affembly ; twas not practicable for me to ac- 
' complifh my Intentions. The Declaration is as 


follows. — | re. 


ly E.wwhofe Names are hereunto [ub- 


{cribed, having confider’d the De- 


claratcons of the Women, before the Pref- 


bytry of Wigtoun, relateng to Mr. BI- 


der Muinifter at Whitehorn, and his 


Wife, as alfo the Information given in to 


us by the Party concerw'd whofe Wife was 
brought toBed of alivingFemale-child,about 


the Beginning of the Sixth Lunar Month ; 
are of Openton, that it 1s polftble (tho? 


the Cafe be very unufual) that a Child 


in that time, may be brought forth Alive, 


and live; and we think ita Matter of d 


the bighef? Difficulty, for any Soccery of 
Men, to Determine, precifely, what may 
poffibly fall within the. Compals of Na- 
ture, e[pecially in extraordinary Cafes. _ 


_ Edinburgh, May 1274, 1710. , 
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ue Af any one fhall think it worth bis while to ob? 
-je& againft what | have hitherto advanc’d, and 
~ fhall enter upon the Merirs of the Caufe, I thall 
endeavour to give him further SatisfaGtion as my 
Time and Leatire'can permit. Bur as for thofe 
who ‘fhall treat me, and the Subje&, after a 
‘Scurrilous manner, think they do not deferve any 
~Reafonable Perfon’s Confideration ; and therefore _ 
hall concern my felf no more with them, than a 
_WifeMan doth notice a Dog’s barking at the Moon, 
And now fince | own publickly my Sentiments 
on the Head, Iearneftly defire my’ Antagonifts 
(if I fhall have any.) to acknowledge their Proper 
Names, that Imay not be troubled to debate 
with fuch as skreen themfelves in Darknefs, 
. Tho IL know my Unfine& to appear in 
Publick inan Age fo polite as this is, 1n which 
Learn’d Men are making progreffive Motions in 
order. to improve and better. our Thoughts, 
Wotds and Adions, relating to ‘our ‘Natural, 
Civil and Religions Concerns; 1 was neverthe- 
lefs under a Neceffiry of publithing fomething oft: 
this Subje&, having met with fundry Refletions, 


and undecent Expreffions, from feveral Good and 


fay ee: 


Grave Men, whom I Eftéem and Honour 3 and’ 


upon that Confiderarion, I forbear Printing their 
Names, being fatisfy’d that what they acted in 
this Matter, did proceed from a Sincere Zeal for 
the Glory of Ged: And as | moft heartily for- 
give them, fo las earneftly with their Under- 

Standings were inlarged. a ERD Bh ee 
_ After what is faid, furch as have Capacity and 

Integrity, will haye eer to believe,. I see 
e sag ate 2 . eG 
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private Sentiments the Standard:of every Thing, j 
thar is to. be faid about ‘any particular Subje& 5 
as. ifthe Soul. of Man had not ‘as many various © 
Ways.of thinking, ;asthere are‘Diverfity of Fea 
tures in Human Faces.’ And that which fill in- 
créafes ours Admiration that’ fich, who leaft un- 
derftand:the Metits:ofa Caufe,:and are very little 
appris’'d-of the Naturejof Things, are moft'opi- 
nionated’:’ And asithey allow:themfelves the Li-’ 
centioufniefs of cenfaring. allo who differ from — 
them,-foif: ir wereinitheir Power, they woud © 
deny tothem, whom: they accufe, the common 
Right of Mankind;:, which isy)°'The Liberty of 
aniwering ) for themfelves before they be con- 
demn’d-; and fo eftablifh an Inquifition not‘only 
as to Spiritual, but Natural Knowledge, “without. 
Law, or-the leaft Shadow of Reafon. For as the _ 
Diverfity of Features in the Face, or Colours of 
the. Hair‘areino rational Grounds of Quarrel’: 
So-the Diverfiry of Thinking upon the fame’ Sub- 7 
jet, is as reafonable, as for-one’ Maw to prefer oné - 
Beauty :to-another,) and another ‘to her, and a. 
Third to:that, and fo.on indefinitely; orfora — 
. i nae, Second ~ 
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Second to differ from the Firft, andthe Third 
Perfon to differ from them both, and a Fourth 
to entertain various Sentiments from all the Reft. 
So that a Liberty of declaring our Thoughts,tho’ — 
“never fo remote from the common Road, is al- — 
“waysto be allow’d, providing it be agrecable to 
 Lwas of Neceffity oblig’d to annex the whole 
Proceedings of the Presbytery of Wigroxn to Mr. 
‘Elder's Cafe, my Declaration being in fome Mea- 
fure founded upon it ; and having in this Effay, 
fundry Times appeal’d unto it,” 1 could not,with- 
oat being guilry of Injuftice to my felfiand the 
Caufe, forbear publifhing the fame, that the Rea- 
der, who is riot prepoffels'd, shay ; be fatisfy’d, 1 
have done the Members. of that Reverend Judica- 
“ture, no matiner of Injury, “by the Inferences I 
have drawn from thence, thefe appearing to me 
native Confequences, - eafily -deducible: from the 
Matters of Fact therein contain’d : So that fuch as 
“are impartial cannot blame me upon this Score. 
Now, having ofinifhed my Sentiments, I'take 
the Opportunity, in. the Conclufion of this Effay, 
to declare to the World, that I bad no Itch of 
appearing in Print on this or any other “Subject: 
But feeing my Name was recorded in the. Books 
of the Venerable Affembly of this National Church, 
Becaufe of the Declaration 1 had-given to- Mr. 
Thomas Elder in an extraordinary: Cafe; 1 thoughe 
it reafonable to print my Thoughts in Vindication 
of the fame. — ‘ Pee en oe 
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BR OC EB i S commenced by the Preidy. | 
try of Wigtoun concerning Mr. Tho- 
mas Elder Mimfter of Whitehorn. 


| T Wistoun March 14th, 17103 
fe the Presbytry being met and 
conftituted by Prayer, Sede- 

runt all the Brethren except Mr, Tho. 
mas Campbel with Elders, Sc, 
- The Presbytry taking i in,firft in or- 
der, that Emergent mentioned i in the © 
. Moderator’s Letter within ourBounds, 
it was enquired what the Affair is > 
And Mr, Seaton reprefents there is a 
sreat Noife in the Corner upon the - 
Account, that Mrs. Alder, Spoufe to 
Mr.f ‘bomas Elder Minitter at White- 


bern, 
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orn, hath brought forth a Child fe- 
-veral Months within three Quarters 
ofa Year, after the Marriage of the — 
faid Mr. Elder and his faid Spoufe : 


Mr. Thomas Elder,being interrogated ~ 
as to the time of his Marriage and . 
Birth of the Child, declares, Lo the | 


beft of his Knowledge,he was Marri- 
“ed to his Spoufe forefaid the 29th of 
September laft, and his Wife brought 
forth the Child on the 25th of Fe- 
bruary \aft, and that the Child is li- 
‘ving and was Baptized by Mr. Seaton, 
‘himfelf prefenting the Child to Bap- 
ifm, andthat the Child receives © 
-fome Milk from a Woman’s Breaft... - 
Mr. Elder being remov’d, the Pref- 
bytry confidering the fpace betwixt 
Mr. Bilders Marriage and the Birth of 
‘the Child to be Four Months and 
- Twenty fix Days; the Members were 
-_ fisillatim interrogated, What was the 
Opinion and Report of the People — 
ae H 4. con- 


Conceinitig: the Birth of Mrs 


Child 2° They \ all. anfwer,. That the | 
People are oigreatly ftumbled, and 
at 
can be.) The, Members being again 
interrogated) as to: their own Judgs 
ment; both Minifters and Elders, 
all unanimoutly, declare, As:to their 
Judgment, and beft Information from 
Women and Phyficians, that it isnot — 


- bave the worl. Opinion ‘ofit thi 


poffible, i inthe Order of Nature, that 
aiChild,:|.born within five Months 


after i it’s being. begotten; can live and - 


receive Nourifhment from the Breaft; 


and think, ‘that the iforefaid: Child is 


begp erent in: Uncleannefs.: - 
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~Mro Lider: being called, iaacdBlees | 
vogated: Primo, \t she acknowledges 
the ) Child ‘brought: forth=\by his 4 


Wife, to: be hisoChild?: Anfwered, 


He» does: acknowledge the forefaid j 
Child probe iis, Child: 2doziIf he'had 


carnal. Knbwhedge oihis. Wifecbefore — 
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etc Matiage ? He sake it, uth af- 
firms, it is but within very: few Days 
fince the Child received Nourifhment 
atthe Breaft, and’ defires the Presby- 
try to take theit own Way to remove © 
the Scandal taken by the People. 
» Mr. Eider being removed, and the 
Haissch ytiiys ferioufly confidering that — 
Affair, take Notice, that Mr. Elder | 
forefaid, defigned to caufe. his Pro- 
clamation for. Marriage, with his 
prefent Wife to be performed twice 
in one Sabbath immediately before 
the Presbytry, i in. September laft, and 
dealt with a Brother to Marry him 
before the faid Presbytry,; as the Bro- 


ther inform’d ; which he not obtai- 


ning, he fent for the Minifter of Ports 
Patrick, who married him a Week 
thereafter.As alfo that at the laft Pref- 
bytry, Pedruary 21/f. {ome Members 
_reprefenting, at the Privy Centures, 
4 iat Mx. Elder and his: Wife were 


very 


very thortly to go to Traded, fe. was. 
| perremptorily difcharged to ‘go. from 
his Charge, and that on account it. 
would be very liable to People’s Ob- 
-fervation on him and his Wife, ifthey 
fhou’d both go at this Time; yet he 
- profefled he would go upon his very 

neceflary Bufinefs, and take his Wife. 
along, and were accordingly pre-_ 
par’d to go, both-he and his Wife, as” 
is informed, but were prevented ‘by 
the Birth of the Child. Alfo, when 
the Moderator’s Letter, calling the 
~ Presbytry to meet, came to his Hand, — 
he fays, He fent it to the next Bro 
ther, with a Man who was coming 
occafionally to Wistoun ; but it came 
not to any Member, but returned to” 
himfelf And confidering further, 
— that Mr. Elder’s Wife hath brought — 
- fortha Child, which Mr. Alder ac- 

knowledges to be his own Child, at’ 

Four Months and a Wey O1X Days 
: after 


Liter thei Mairieaes “which i isa li- 
“ving: ‘Child nourifhed by the Breafts, 
_and that People,generally that {peak 
of this Matter, do all affirm,They be- — 
: lieve the faid Child to be begotten in 
—Uncleannef$ ; and the Presbytry are 
of Opinion — unanimouily, that the 
faid Child is begotten in Uncleannefs, 
and that People are generally very 
_much ftumbled at the Matter: As - 
_alfo, that fome Brethren dealt with 
/ Mr. Elder to prevent his Marriage 
with her, who is now his Wife, but 
prevailed nothing. The Presbytry 
_fent out two Brethren to converfe 
with Mr. Alder, who returned and 
reported, He denied Guilt, as before: 
_ And one of the Brethren being defired 
to Pray for God’s Direétion in this 
weighty Affair; and Mr. Elder being - 
called to be prefent at Prayer, after 
warm he was beg ie 
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_- Vote,Proceed,or Delayin this Affair? 


was. unanimoully. carried, Sufpend. 
And accordingly Ibe Preshyir'y being 
hereto moved with Zeal to the Glory of 
God and:Good of bis Church, fufperids the 
jad. Mr, Thomas Elder, Minifter of 
Whitehorn, fromibe Exercife of bis Mi- 
niftry,till. the forefad Scandal Le cleared 
and Mr. Robert: Rowan Minifter of 
Peningham, ¢s appoimted to fupply at 
Whitehorn, Sabbath next,.and. to inti 
mate the. forefad Sentence of Sufpenfion 
(after Divine W orfhip in the Porenoon) 
from the Pulpit of Whitehorn,Mr.D hoe” 
mas Flder being. called in, and the Sen- 
Or | tence 


srt ¢ protefted againtt ‘the fame, 
ind took Inftruments. in’ the Clerk’s 
dands, That the Presbytry had pro- 
vealed 4 in a Sentence without.a Foun- 
dation, contrary to the laudable Pra- 
‘&tice bf the Church, and the Borin: of . 
_ stg alent Sentences. BSG (3 
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YESS. ata Bhi Die a Meri pf 
A ° Preces Séederuntiut fupra, except 
Mr. Elder, who i is gone’ Home 3° The 
Presbytry again confidering the Affair 
of Mr. Elder,» do appoint their next 
Meeting to beiat W. biteborn, on Tuef~ 
day next ; and appoint Mrs. Haden 
and Shion, asa Committee, togoand — 
‘difcourfe two eminent’ and worthy 
-Gentlewomeirin the Bounds, and res 
‘port'their WerdiG: to the Presbytry 
at our'next, Whether they judge Mr, 
Elder's “Child forefaid ‘could-be be= 
Sotten without' Uncleannefs’ in® the 
pe COL | forefaid 


iforefauhh ‘Claganieneals, “ae the 
Presbytry refolves to difcourfe the 
feveral Women and Mid- Wives in 
- Whitehorn, that are of Experience i in 
thefe Matters ; and the Women, who 
 -wereat the Birth of the Child, are to 
be call’d, to give Information, that fo 
all that can be obtained for clearing 
this Matter may be performed ; and 
the Moderator is to write to Mr. 
Elder, and thereby dequire his as 
tendance there. . 


A! Whiteborn, March 21%. 1710; 
| poft Preces, Sederynt all the Bre- 
thren,except Mr. ' Brownwith Elders, 
(Sc. Mr. Rowan reports,He fupplied at 
Whitehorn, and intimate the Presby- 
" try’s Sentence of Sufpenfion againft 
Mr. Elder. Mrs, Haden and Seton re- 
port, They obey’d Appointment, 
and difcours’d the Gentlewomen, to 
whos the Presbytry had diretted 
| ‘them ; i 
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lithed in this Matter, which is gran- 
ted ; and they were defired, to give 
their Judgment, If Mr. Blder’s Child 
forefaid could be born alive.and live, 
and but Five Months in the Belly : a 
Thele Gentlewomen being of Age, 
‘Experience and Underftanding in 
thefe Matters, and of unqueftionable 
‘Honetty, declare, and are pofitive, 
as the Brethren report, That in their 
Judgment, or Experience, it could 
‘not be. 

Mr. Bilder being call’d, compeared 
an acknowledged, he ‘receiv'd the 
Moderator’s Letter citing him here, 
‘and was interrogate again, If he had 
‘carnal Knowledge of his Wife before 
their Marriage? He denieth it. And 
the Presbytry inferms him, Thatupon — 
.the Presbytry’s Enquiry at Women 
‘of Ng Experience in thefe 
yog Matters, 


ir Names” tight not be pub. — | 


ai | ‘Opinion, T rat 

| hi Childw was ssi ind incléannefs. 
pet he Presbytry, according to; “Ap= 
pbinenehe at our laft, appoints the 
Moderator; ' Mrs. Seton and Karrwith 
Alexander Martin Younger of: Cuteloy, 
: Ruling-Elder, as a: Committee, to go. 
to the Town and call honeft Women, 
and take their'Declarations as to their. 
Opinion of Mr. Elder’s Child,particu- 
larly: Mrs. Murdoch; Mrs. MackLifh, 
Mrs. Houfton; Florence MackAdam, and 
Janet MackNerie a Mid-Wife 3: and 
toireport as foon as poffible, and to 
gh Mr. Elder along; with them. . 


The CSpaasitsae return’ ‘4 baa. gave 
_insthe. Report in-Writ,. oft Tenor 
-whiereof, follows?) 45% 

1 ut Whiteborn, March aii 1710, 
‘poft: Preces " Sederunty: the Com 


mittee having eall’d for the Bedal, fent 
' him 


him for Mrs. | ack Spout to 
Provoft’ Mackandlifh, Florence Macke 

Adam Reli&t of 7lliam Donaldjon, Fax 
net. Mackriddie Mid-W ife in W. bite. 
bora, and’ Mrs. Houfion, to commune 
with them according to ) Appointment. 
Mrs. Houjton being call I'd, .compear’d, 
and being interrogate, declared, That 
fhe has no Skill or Experience, ‘whe- 
thera Child, ‘not Five Months in the 
Womb, can ‘be brought forth living, 
and. receive’ Nourifhinent by ‘the | 
Breaft.’ Mrs, Mackandlifb,being call’d, 
coimpear’d, and being: queftioned as 
above {aid, aniwered, ‘Phat the had 
no Skill or Experience, whether a 
Child can be bora alive, and fuck, , 
who has not had Five. Months i in the 
Womb. The Mid-Wife was call’d,— 
and-could not be found: The Com- 
mittee,having difcours’d among them- 
felves, remov’d with the Women to 
fee the Child ; reed baiciple Ganet 
: J — Macke 


_-Mackriddie forefaid was tall'd, and 
“was prefent with the reft ofthe Wo. 


men who went to {ee the’Child, and 
the faid Faner Mackriddie was cal’d 
firft, and compearing,was queftioned, 
Imo, Whether..a Child, can be born: 
_ alive within Five Months after Cons 
ception, and. receive. Nourifhment by: 
fucking? . Anfweér’d, Cannot that be 
by the Power of God? Lodo.’ From 

_ her, Experience’ fhe was ‘queftion’d; 
and an{wer’d, She:did net know,gnd: 
_ would fay Nothing,  3t70. Whether 
_ fhe faw the Child: open’d, and if. the; 
Child had Nails? Anfwer’d,She faw: 
not the Child’s Nails, and:knows not: 
whether the Child had Nails or not. 
Mrs. Murdoch, Mrs. How mn, Mrs.r 
Donaldfun and; Mrs. Mackandlifh, des 
_ claze unanimoufly, That Mt, Eiders; 
~ Child has ‘Hair on its Head and, 
Nails on both Hands and Feet,which’ 

_ the Membersof the Committee alfo: 


: {aw | 
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a 
1 


’ 


-afleep, in our Prefence. T 
, appeat’d: fo. the ‘Committee to bea 


hw. ae felt; Se fase Child: was 9 pot to 
the Breaft, but did not fuck, being 
| he Child — 


_ proper Child, | Sedereat clofed with | 


j Prayer. 


‘Mr. Elder es call ‘d “the Pref- 


bytiy caus ‘d read to: him the Minutes 
‘of the Committee,; and he being i in- 


terrogate, ‘pofitively” denies carnal — 


Knowledge of his Wife before Mar- — 
_ riage,as formerly.And Mr, Elder,tmo. 


“defir’d Mr, Seton, who faw theChild the » 
Day after the Birth, to declare, whe- 


ther the °Child had‘ ‘Nails then on 


- Hands and Feet. — ads. He offers to 


prove, that, fince the Birth ofthe | : 


“Child. the whole Skin peel’d off the 
a Child ; but now,. it being near, a 


Month fince. the Birthjthe Child may 
“be mich alter’d to the Better. - -3¢00. 


_ He offers to prove, That Two Chil- 


, ial in the Paroch of Wi biteborn — 


te within ‘ 


‘a | ax 1 ag ye. a 
iat within Half ; a Years fine, or se thei 
_ by, were brought forth, and were not 
‘above a Fortnight | alive inthe Mo- . 
_ther’s Belly, according totheir Mo- 

- ther’s Judgment; and thefe Children 
had both Hair and Nails. on Hands. 
and Feet, and lived fome confiderable’ 
Time thereafter. 4to. He defires, 
That the Women who were prefent | 
at the Birth of the Child, and the 
Women who had feen the Child, 
now may be enquired at, Whether, 
according to their Judgment, the 
Child wasa ripe Child when born, 
or isnow ripe? 5t0. He defires Mr. 
Seton to be interrogate, as to Mr. Se- 
ton’s Wife’s Opinion of the Child, 
whether ripe or not? Who faw the 
Child fome Days after the Birth. — 
Mr. Seton’ being interrogate, an-— 
fwers, as to the Firfi, Declaring he - 
faw the Child 5 and the Women that” 
were cs Pats Maid, The eau had : 
no 


f10 Nails at at, ‘ie éhty a Saw the Child’ 
Feet, yet he did not notice them,and cannot 
tell whether the Child had Nailsornot. As 
tothe Fifth, Mr. Seton affirms,His Wife told, 
She faw the Child’s Face, but faw neither 
the Handsor Feet of the Child. 3 
Mr. Elder, fhewing that Mrs. Raffel, who 
was Mid-Wife at the Birth of his Child,now 
come to Town, defir’d her felf to be interro-: 
gate, if his Child was a ripe Child when 
born. She being call’d, compear’d, and in- 
terrogate, fhe afferts, That a Child may be 
born long before the due Time and live; and 
inftances,that her Mother told her, That fhe 
bore a Child Fifteen Weeks and Three Days 
before the due Time, and lived Six Weeks. 
thereafter ; but cannot inftru@ ic but by her 
Mother’s Affertion : She alfo declares, Mr. 
Elders Child was born long before the due 
Time; but cannot determine the Time: 
And. declares, She thinks it Four Months be-’ 
fore the Time; and the Reafon {he gives, is, | 
‘That a Child ‘which is of'a ftrong Nature 
cannot receive more Nourifhment in’ the: 
Womb than is convenient, nor any bad 
Nourifhment, but mutt: make an Abortion 
or Birth: And afferts, She could not per- 
ceive Nails or Hair when fhe was born, and ~ 
that fhe had neither Hair nor Nails on her 
on a Weandiea laff, when the Nurfe cage 
er 


the Skin came gradually | 
a : vomited upall theFood.fhegot.$ sis remov’d 


ae hath now both Hair and N ails, andthe Nails 
of the Hands have the ordinary Bleck, in’ the 


Child was‘an unripe Child when born,’ ahd 
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her to Nutfing: As‘alfo fheafftrts, : Thatall 
Ri davies eet oatcwss dhe “age. cue off, the ‘Chil@? ’ 
. whole’ Body. after het? Birth, and that'fhe. 


. © The Presbytty . confiders, thatthe ‘Child 


 uttermoft Part of the Nails, as the Commit- 
_ teeand Mr. Cooper, who faw the Child, do 

. report; and that the Mid-Wife affirms, She 
had neither Hair nor Nails Six Days hence, 

. which 1s not probables and therefore doth 
- hot make the Affair. more clear than it was. 
_ The Presbytry fent out Mr. Seron, Mr. Ker 
and Catloy, tointerrogate the Women accor: 
ding to the 4¢). Particular defir’d by Mr. 
Elder, who isto go withthem;, they re- 
turning, report, ‘That: they went to Mts. 
Houjfton and Mirs.. Mackandlifo only, as Mr. 
Elder defir’d, whicly Women declared th 


ds foyet. As to /the Third Particular, »Mr 
Elder is allow’d to cite Woméhj’ to: inftrué 
it, ashe pleafés, ‘the reft. of his Queries bein 
hafwerdiiod hese 05 228 nade Cm 
©o'The Presbytry:having difcours’d and con- 
» fider’d the whole Affair, jjidge there is no- 
thing produe’d by MivElder from Sufpicion 
“of Guilt, and therefore the Sentence of Su- 
_ fpenfion is continued, sind tte Presbytry ap. 
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Clerk to extrat'all this Procefs, 
Presbytry’s Nameto writea Line 
yerend Mr. "James Webjter one of the 
Minifters of Edinburgh, carneftly intreating 


him to confult the Paculty of Phyficians in” 


Edinbarg h, o W. 


, Whether or nota Child born 
Four Months and Twenty Six Days after it 
isbegotten, can bea living Child, with Hair 


on its Head, and: Nails on Fingers:and Toes — 


within a Montlt after its Birth, fucking the 4 
Breaft as other Childten do about Twenty — 


Days after its Birth; and that the reverend 


Mr. Webjter be defir'd to. confult the Presby-= sh 


try of Edinburgh: on that Affair, and-give us 


a Return bythe Poft.\MrvEider being cal?d, 
this was intimate'to him,andhhe is cited: apad 


ata to the Presbytery, ‘which isto fie at Wige 
toan'the Second 'fuefday of April next... 


“Thereafter Mr. Elder defiring further,that: if 


the) Women iatertogate by the Committee 
may. be further interrogated, If, in: their 
Judgment, aChild-born within Five Months, 


after it is begotten, :cancbe born a living, 
Child, and? receive "Nourifhmeént fromthe 
Breaft; which‘isallow’d, and'he is fent to ~ 
call them prefently ‘tothe Presbytry now fit. 
‘ting. Thefe Women being come in, were m- 
‘terrogated at_Mr. Elders Defire, How:long, * 
‘Mr. Eilder’s Child was born before the Time, 
and: if they thought that Child might not) 


wag 
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as 


have 


~ call’d) That fhe hath feen a new born Child’ 
~ asbigas Mr. Elder’s Child ‘will be at Four. 
“Months after its Birth.:Mrs. Dovaldfon cal?d,. 
-anfwers as to the Queftion propos’d, She can: | 
-nottell; but afferts, She hath born a Child as» 


no further. 
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"fore the Presbytry,are inconfiftent with their 
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fave continued. Four Months longer in the 


Bate fo er grees. en eet 
the laft Part of the Queltion ‘2 ze 


: 
 Mackandlifb cal'd, and intertoga ed; “affirms! 
- anfwers nothing to the Firft.. Mrsi Murdoch 


“Months Time thereafter. « Samet Mack Riddie» 


mation brought in by Mr. Hadden and Mew: | 


‘ed Credit in Appearance, contradiéts the De= 
claration of thefe Women before the Presby-) 


Bs 
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‘Womb before it came.to the full Time? Mrs, | 


< . 5 


nis, but. 


call’d, anfwers, That the Child might have © 
continued Four Months longer in the Womb, _ 
before it came to full Time, as to her Uns: 
derftanding. Mrs. Aoufton aflerts ( when» 


big as that Child of Mr. Elder's will be Four; 


eall’d, anfwers to the Queftion, Why but the. 
Child might continue fo? but. will anfwer 


~The Presbytry take notice, that the Infor: 


Seton fromeminent Gentlewomen of untaint<~ 


try 3 as alfo thefe Women’s Declarations be- 


‘Declarations before the Committee, and do” 
nowaysclearthe Matter. rer ego 
Mr. Elder requiring an Extract of this Procefs, it is.al4 | 
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